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Workshop - reporting template

Code of the Workshop: 11C02
Title of the Workshop: Inclusive growth: European and local perspectives
Date and time: 

11 October 2012

09:00-13:00
Organiser/leader: Consortium “Local Urban Development European Network” 

Chair/moderator: Dr. Haroon Saad, Director, LUDEN, Brussels, Belgium 

Speakers: 
Round Table 1:

Ms Lieve Fransen, Director, Direction D: EU2020 Social Policies, DG EMPL, European Commission

Mr Cornelis Vis, Bureau of European Policy Advisers, BEPA.A.2, European Commission 
Mr Haroon Saad, Director of LUDEN, Belgium
Ms Sian Jones, Political Coordinator of European Anti Poverty Network, Belgium
Mr Marco Giuli, Research Fellow, Madariaga-College of Europe Foundation, Belgium
Round Table 2:

Ms Carla Tavares, Deputy Mayor of the City of Amadora, Portugal
Mr Jean-François Baillon, Vice-President in charge of Solidarity and Inclusion, Social Economy, International Relations and European Affairs, Conseil Général de la Seine-Saint-Denis (CG93), France 

Ms Alice Kamenka, Coordinator, Europe Division, Conseil Général du Val-de-Marne (CG94), France
Outline: 
The workshop was focused on one of the central challenges the EU is facing: the need for inclusive growth. Mr Saad opened the debate by breaking down the concept into two main issues: what kind of growth we want to obtain (with allusion to the need to go beyond GDP) and to what extent we can maintain the European social model based around inclusiveness. To answer these and other questions, the debate was structured in two round tables. The first one gathered together key players within the Brussels “bubble” and aimed at understanding what has been done at the EU level up to now, what is missing and how the existing policies can be improved. Inclusive growth is one of the key pillars of the EU2020 strategy. President Barroso, in a recent speech, stated that it would be unthinkable not to have a social dimension at European level, as more integration in the economic area has to also mean additional efforts in the areas of social and labour policy. 
Debate/Panel discussion: 
Ms Fransen, in her position as Director of EU2020 Policies, gave some interesting insights on what EU is doing on the topic. She underlined that the EU, though having weak competences in social area, is playing a vital role in ensuring a sharing of good practices among the States and in showing how to better do and do together. She alluded to the unveiling of an Employment package, to the launch, in the coming months, of the Youth package and to the redefinition of a Social Investment package.
Mr Vis stressed that the EU2020 agenda sets a more effective and democratic process than the Lisbon Strategy. Still, there is a gap between commitment and implementation. Indeed, the EU sets the goals, but the implementation lies at national level. Although it is an opportunity, as every State can adapt the common strategy to its needs, it can also be a risk. Indeed, due to the crisis, there is an increased tendency for States to protect their job markets, to cut the contribution to EU budget, in the illusion that they can face the crisis by themselves. This attack to the very principles of solidarity creates a gap between undertaken agreements and what in concrete is done, with the result of growing frustration. 

Ms Jones expressed strong criticism towards EU policies. She pointed out that the real issue should not be inclusive growth, rather how to prevent people falling into poverty. The data she shared with the audience are alarming: 150 million of people are at risk of poverty, with a big polarization among EU States. She contradicted the common idea by which employment is the solution, by underlying that 1/3 of people in poverty are working. Overall, she deplored the lack of coherence in EU policies: in her opinion, the main driver is austerity; therefore inclusive growth remains empty words. She called for concrete actions from EU in order to protect social rights and social standards. 
Mr Giuli echoed those critic considerations. In his opinion, the social crisis is not a result of the economic crisis, it was pre-existent to it. He pointed out the need to reform the fiscal systems in a more progressive and inclusive way. Aware that taxation is not among EU competences, he still stressed that EU policies are preventing States from making the needed reforms. Indeed, the fiscal compact and the obligation to reduce the debt are neglecting the social dimension and leaving no room for ensuring social protection. The result is more flexibility, less protection, more exclusion. The “expannsionary austerity” has revealed itself to be a fairy tale. 
Mr Saad stressed that the legitimacy of the current economic social model has been questioned, as well as its validity. The current model has not led to growth and has generated more inequalities. The problems we are facing cannot be tackled with better regulation, but by changing the system. He provided the audience with alternatives that can be followed: investing in the cooperative sector, in low carbon economy, and bringing the new energies that are outside the political arena (such as the Indignados movement) into the political arena. After this in depth analysis of EU policies and their limits, the debate switched to the strategies local authorities are putting in place to deliver inclusive growth. 
Ms Tavares shared with the audience her experience as politician in a city made up of immigrants and characterized by high level of crisis and unemployment. The priority chosen by Amadora is to ensure that all children have access to a good quality education. The city has also put in place entrepreneurial programmes to tackle the issue of unemployment. Ms Tavares called for innovation, for creative answers to urgent needs. She emphasised the importance of working together, of creating network in order to share experience and best practices. In her opinion, acting together is the best possible reaction to the crisis.

The chair gave then the floor to two politicians from a different country, but experiencing the same challenges. Indeed, the departments they come from are enclaves of poverty in one of the richest region of Europe (Ile de France). Mr Baillon agreed with Ms Tavares on the importance of education as a key tool to prevent part of the population being left aside. He drew the attention of the audience on the serious problem of school drop out and called for the need of an innovative and holistic approach in dealing with this and other challenges. He concluded his speech by stating that local authorities need to be supported by the EU. Still, he called for EU policies to be closer to the ground and to the real needs of people.  
Ms Kamenka shared with the audience a successful EU funded project “Bouvray village in the city of Orly” implemented by her department in the field of Roma people inclusion. The project consisted in providing housing solutions, by directly involving Roma people in the process and by taking into due consideration their cultural specificities. It is a transitory measure, as the final aim is Roma people to get a job and so have access to social housing. The project has been awarded recognition as “Mayors Making the Most of EU Funds for Roma Inclusion (MERI)”. She stressed the importance for good initiatives to receive EU funding.  
Conclusions: 

The debate underlined interesting points. There was a general agreement on the fact that the current financial crisis cannot be used as an excuse to dismantle the welfare state and our social models, which have been recognised also by President Barroso as the best social protection systems in the world. The debate, which put together EU institutions representatives and local politicians, was an attempt to establish a constructive dialogue between the different actors at every level. Indeed, one of the key messages was the need to find solutions together. The answer to the challenges and the crisis is not in nationalism, rather in creating a common front. 
More information, links: 
www.ludenet.org
One representative quote from your workshop with author: 
“There is no policy coherence: austerity is the main driver, so inclusive growth remains empty words” Sian Jones
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