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Fergal Ó Regan is currently Principal Legal Advisor to the European Ombudsman, as well as head of legal unit. After 8 years in the private sector, Fergal Ó Regan was recruited to work with the European Ombudsman. Fergal's areas of interest include access to documents and access to information, the application of the principles of non-discrimination and procedural rights. Fergal is also, in a private capacity, on the Brussels Committee of the Institute of International and European Affairs, an Irish independent "Think Tank" on European affairs.
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Quartiers en Crise – Europe an Regeneration Areas Network AISBL (QeC-ERAN) is a network of EU cities/towns/district councils as well as strategic NGOs, all of who are connected by being involved in national, regional and EU policies and programmes concerned with Area-based regeneration. 

The association was established in 1989 and is located in the heart of Brussels. The QeC-ERAN Network is one of the longest established networks in relation to the theme of urban regeneration and remains committed to being at the leading edge in relation to the changing realities experienced by regeneration areas.

QeC-European Regeneration Areas Network, Rue Vieux Marché aux Grains 48, B-1000 Brussels,   Tel: +32 (0)2 524 45 45, Fax: +32 (0)2 524 44 31, E-mail: info@qec-eran.org,  www.qec-eran.org 

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



OPEN DAYS OF: Café debates and NON-VIP reception

Programme
19.15         
Welcome by Edmund Stachowicz, Mayor of Starograd-Gdanski; Ilda Curti, President of QeC-ERAN and Haroon Saad, director of QeC-ERAN.

19.30 
Eivind Hoff of the Environmental Foundation Bellona, an international environmental organisation founded in 1986, starts the first debate by arguing that EU policy on climate change is ineffective (podium 1).

19:30 
At the same time Gyula Hegyi, MEP starts a second debate by arguing that the European Parliament IS a representative body (podium 2). 
19.45 
Jan Vranken from the University of Antwerp and Harris Beider from the Institute of Community Cohesion will argue that the Lisbon Strategy is creating greater exclusion and poverty (podium 3).
20.30            Jan Olbrycht, MEP, will argue that the mainstreaming of cohesion policy has weakened the “urban dimension”. Peter Ramsden, Urbact expert, will focus on what needs to change for the next programming period to strengthen the urban dimension. Elvira Sweet , Mayor of South East Amsterdam will talk about her experiences on URBAN. (podium 2). 
20:45 
Anthony Coughlan from the Irish National Platform will argue that the Irish were right to say NO.   Fergal Ó Regan, from the Institute of International and European Affairs, will defend the yes vote (podium 1).
 
21:30 
Party Time on the Top Floor of the stylish Flemish Cultural Centre the Beurse Café. 
11.00    
Chill and chat to jazzy sounds
Speakers Profile:
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Eivind Hoff joined the Brussels office of The Bellona Environmental Foundation in late 2007. He is dealing mainly with climate change-related issues, in particular policies for international financing of climate change measures. This includes both the global dimension under the UNFCCC umbrella and financing at the European level.
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Anthony Coughlan is Senior Lecturer Emeritus in Social Policy at Trinity College, Dublin, He is secretary of the National Platform EU Research and Information Centre, Ireland, which produces documentation critical of closer European integration from an Irish perspective. He is currently President of the Foundation for EU    Democracy, Brussels. 
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Jan Vranken is professor of sociology at the University of Antwerp, where he co-ordinates the Research Unit on Poverty, Social Exclusion and the City. He is also the co-ordinator of a EU FP7- project on ‘The Role of FBOs in the field of social exclusion in an urban context.. 
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Harris Beider is a professor in Community Cohesion at the Institute of Community Cohesion (iCoCo) at Coventry University. His main research interests include ‘race’, housing and community renewal. Previously, he was involved in helping to shape UK national policy on black and minority ethnic issues and has been an advisor to the Prime Minister's Social Exclusion Unit
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Jan Olbrycht is a Polish politician and Member of the European Parliament. He is the Vice Chairman on Regional Development and Vice chairman of the EP Intergroup on Urban Policy and Housing. The objective of the Intergroup is to highlight the concern to deal with the urban and housing policies through a cross-policy and an integrated approach and to ensure that the urban dimension is taken into account in all the Community legislation.
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Peter Ramsden, a former lecturer in urban and regional studies, has solid experience in the fields of training and education and has developed a strong expertise on the issues of local development, innovation policy and regional transfer of experience. He is one of the three core Urbact expert.  
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Gyula Hegyi, Hungarian MP and former film critic,  was elected to Member of the European Parliament in 2004. He is member of the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety He has been rapporteur of a series of reports on environmental and cultural issues.  
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Elvira Sweet is Mayor of Amsterdam South East. She formerly managed the Home Welfare Foundation and was a member of the Amsterdam’s City Council (1998 - 2002), where she was part of the commissions for Culture, Telecommunications and Local Media, Youth and Education, etc.
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