CALABRIA
Introduction to the region: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calabria 
The region in the Italian context

As many other southern regions, Calabria situation is worrisome: 4,62% of its secondary school students are not evaluated at the end of the school year, reaching one of the Italian highest rates. The regional economy is facing a strong crisis: youth unemployment has attained very high levels (over 35%) and immigration to the North of the country and abroad has increased. The ‘ndragheta, the local mafia, controls vast areas of the region and their economy. It threatens local 

Inadequate infrastructures, high levels of illiteracy (13.5%), a lack of trust towards institutions and of sense of legality are present too.

In many areas the role of school is fundamental to avoid students to get involved in crime and to offer them an alternative way of life together with education. 

The role of the Region

Calabria, part of Objective 1 regions, has developed Regional Operational Plans (POR) (1), according to the National Plans (PON) and EU guidelines. Different measures of these programs concern early school living: the aim is to establish new relationships between students and the teaching body, promote well-being at school and a positive, collaborative environment.

Measures 3.1 and 3.2 of PON Education concentrate their funding and efforts ono special classes and issues (crafts, ceramics, theatre, music workshops, environment, sustainable development…), life skills empowerment, well-being and legality.

The coordinators have worked for more attractive and richer pathways, promoting partnerships with European institutes and extra-schools activities.

The quality of projects has constantly improved, students have started to enjoy school spaces and early school leaving has been successfully reduced, in particular better results have been obtained and many failures avoided.

According to an intermediary independent evaluation, the 1500 projects funded involved approximately 60.000 pupils in the whole of southern Italy.

Measure 3.6 of the same plan promotes the institution of Local Centres (nine of them are now active in the region), especially in rural areas, for better socialization and disease prevention; training projects, workshops, dissemination plans and awareness raising campaigns for families are mentioned too.

In the framework of PON Security, the “Force” project (2) has been developed in Italy’s southern regions: its main goals are the promotion of a culture of legality and democratic values, as well as the inclusion of more vulnerable pupils.

Prefectures, local administrations, non-profit organizations, universities and secondary schools have worked together to build better relationships between students and institutions, including the law enforcement system.

The project has focused on issues like “The use of goods confiscated to criminal organisations" or “Youth for democracy and legality” during workshops, lectures, assemblies, researches in direct contact with reality.

Orientations for the future
The fight against criminal organizations and the promotion of a culture of legality should go together with an education system that can count on funding and a valid organization. Education can be one of the ways to re-launch Calabria’s economy.
Documents and links (in Italian)
Alcuni dei progetti del Liceo Scientifico “Filolao” di Crotone (http://www.filolao.it/) in relazione alla misura 3.2 del PON Scuola e relative risultati. Sono state svolte attività informatiche, creative, ambientali che hanno saputo coinvolgere i ragazzi, evitando bocciature e migliorando il rendimento scolastico e le capacità relazionali.

http://www.qec-eran.org/documents/restart/MPI_Dispersione.doc
http://www.qec-eran.org/documents/restart/ambiente.rtf
http://www.qec-eran.org/documents/restart/Relazione.doc
Regione Calabria
http://www.regione.calabria.it/
1. For more information about School National Operational Plan, please see http://www.istruzione.it/fondistrutturali/pon/pon.shtml; visit http://www.regione.calabria.it/por/ for Calabria Regional Operational Plan. Both sites are in Italian.
2. More information about the project can be found on http://www.progettoforce.it/ (in Italian), including an analysis of the situation in Calabria (http://www.progettoforce.it/forceforum/viewtopic.php?t=68, in Italian)
Thanks to Serafina Scerra (province of Crotone) for the collaboration

