Csaba Dupcsik – Olga Toth

Familism instead of Feminism: how socialization and education reserve and reproduce conservative gender roles – th Hungarian Case


Practically all researchers of the family and gender role agree in the following: in the last approximately half century

1.) In the sphere of the family and gender roles very important, historically unparalleled changes have been under way in Europe and in other numerous places of the World;

2.) Similarly important changes have been under way in the sphere of the beliefs, values, norms, attitudes in relation with the family and gender roles.


The researchers – of course – disagree in the evaluation of the processes, and they dissent in question of the relation between the factors mentioned above point 1 and point 2. In my view studying the Hungarian case could be interesting for an international comparative research because of a special breach between them, that is, there is an observable gap between the „real factors” and „mental factors”. 

According to the international comparative attitude researches Hungary occupies regularly an extreme position in the sphere of the beliefs and attitudes about the family structure and gender roles. These researches in themselves could suggest to the outsiders that this is a strongly premodern society, in which the so called second demographic transition „underdeveloped” compared to other European countries, in which the majority of the population live in traditional patriarchal family. However, studying the real factors we could disprove this first impression: Hungary, as in the case of the other social, economic, and cultural dimensions, to be located somewhere inside of the (rather wide) European scales. 

Work and demographic beviour

First, let’s have a look to data what prove that Hungarian people’s behaviour is close to other European countries. In detail: in Hungary the most women in their active age are employed. However, their employment rates with 5% less then the average of the EU-25, but the lag of the men is 8%.

Chart 1

Employment rates for population aged 15 to 64, 2005
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The rate of the women managers in Hungary is, in contrast with the common belief, and in contrast with the rate of women politicians, 34.3%. This rate is higher; meanwhile the gender pay gap is lower as the average of the European Union. The education of the women, contrary to the situation before 1945, is higher then the men. The tendencies in the terrain of the marriage age, the timing of the first birth, the number of the children, etc. are very similar to the general European tendencies. 


Furthermore, the tendencies viewed to be modern, have emerged not abruptly, in the lifetime of single generation, as a sock. In contrast to common beliefs again the paid work of the women was relatively extended before 1945 as well: in the whole first half of the 20th century it was 15-25% excluded the women worked in agricultural sphere (in the whole period 50-55% of the total population lived on agriculture). In the communist regime the majority of women became employee in the industry or in service, but this process required 2-3 decades. Consequently not only the contemporary young adult generation grown up in family with two employees, but the generation of their parents, furthermore, in very numerous case the generation of their grandparents. I must again, umpteenths times stressing: in contrast to common beliefs the fertility rates began to diminish not the second half of 20th century but in the second half of 19th century and this tendency have proved oneself to be very insistent during the very different ages and regimes. 

Chart 2

Live births per 1000 persons, 1876-2004
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Interestingly the really novel phenomena, as, for example the birth outside marriage, have not interested to so much extent the public attention. 

Chart 3

Rates of the marital and extramarital births in Hungary, 1921-2004
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Attitudes towards gender roles

After the data about real behaviour, in this part of the paper we will illustrate the traditional way of thinking of Hungarian (and Slovakian) people.
 Unfortunately this survey was not done in Italy, so we can make the comparison between Hungary, Slovakia, Spain and  The Netherlands. We have chosen for the comparison one more country: Finland. The next four attitude questions try to grab acceptance or refusal of traditional gender roles.  In the Genderwise project the more modern behaviour and value system of younger generation is supposed. We will show, that it is not an automatically proceeding process. There are extremely big differences between countries. Western and Southern European countries present a more modern value system comparing to Eastern European countries. In case of Hungary and Slovakia there is not as big difference between younger and older generations as it is supposed to and as it is in case of other countries. In this short analysis we will write about Hungarian data, although a deeper comparison would be very interesting.  

Chart 4

„A job is all right, but what most women really want is home and children”
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Data of Chart 4 clearly shows the existence of traditionality in Hungary (and Slovakia). We want to draw the attention to the fact that in Hungary two third of respondents agree the attitude that home and children are the real demands of most women. And what is more: we do not find any significant difference between generations. The youngest people (age 18-27) are just as much traditional concerning role of men and women than oldest people (age 57 +). 

Chart 5

„A man’s job is to earn money; a woman’s job is to look after home and family”
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Attitude question presented in Chart 5 is also very normative, it is formulating the most traditional sharing of activity by gender. Hungarian respondents were very conservative again comparing to other countries except Slovakia. In  this question we have found a significant difference between age groups: the oldest people are more conservative than the youngest ones. However we must mention that even one third of the 18-27 years old Hungarians agree that men’s task is work and women’s task is household. 

Chart 6

„Men ought to do a larger share of household work than they do now.”
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Chart 6 presents data on demand a more equal sharing of household tasks. We can see  that half of the Hungarians would agree with a higher participation of men in household tasks. This finding is very interesting, as we will present in later part of paper that other researches shows that Hungarian people are satisfied with the low household activity of men. Interestingly, there are no significan generation differences again. Young men are not opened for a more equal share of domestic work than oldest men.

Chart 7

„Men ought to do a larger share of childcare than they do now.”
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Chart 7 presents data on attitudes toward a larger share of men in  child care. Comparing to other countries Hungary again preatty conservative. No significant difference exists between generations, just 59 percent of youngest people feel that men ought to take part on a higher level of child care.  

Contrast between behaviour and attitudes


We could argue, that „the Hungarian people are essentially conservative”, therefore insisting upon the „family values” against the communism, the modernisation, the globalisation, which are very different phenomena, but all of them have tried to disintegrate, to destroy „the traditional family”. In fact, a relevant part of the Hungarian politicians, intellectuals, family researchers are arguing in this style. Although our disagree with the identifications, that is: „accepting traditional gender roles = family-preferring value-system” and „egalitarian gender roles = devaluation of the family”, in this frame I don’t want to dispute. What we want to stress :

1.) These „extreme” attitudes are not explicable from an „extreme”, traditional situation; so

2.) The mental factors gained autonomy from the real factors in this social terrain, consequently

3.) The „conservativeness” of these mental factors requires an explanation.


We could find this explanation perhaps in a special „Familism”, which was able to become a common section of some very different ideologies, however, in an almost unregarded way, hiding their ideology-like. Until 1945 the right-wing parties wich had dominated the political life, raised to the centre of their ideologies the notion of the family. „God – homeland – family”, sounded one of the most beloved right-wing slogan. With a little simplification, because the first two (that is: the Christian thought in the politics and the nationalism) had become intolerable in the new Communist regime, there remained the family, as quasi-ideological non-Communist value what people could undertake with relatively little risk. Meanwhile, for persons who could not identify with the regime or the regime distrust them, very often the family remained as a single field for the self-expression.


Turning to the other side of the political scale: the left-wing ideologies, first, tended to engaged themselves to the affair of the women equality, and, second, they tended (mostly the radical versions) to see the „bourgeois family” as a micro-institution, which reproduce the inequalities, social oppression, and exploitation of the macro-level. Although, the Soviet Union in the Stalinist era adopted the radical viewpoint in a particular way: if the family is really the most important medium/transmitter of the social oppression to the direction of the individuals, then the system could use it in this quality. However, these changes after the early Soviet period’s „feminist” policy had required some time. Characteristics the formulation of the Hungarian author published in the Jurisprudential Bulletin in the communist era about the family law of the Soviet Union: „The experience perforce led to the conclusion: the socialist society basically interested in the firmness and orderedness of the marital-family relationship… The socialist legal policy concluded on the grounds of practice, that the institution of the marriage must be solidify [stresses are mine – Cs. D.].” 

So the Hungarian communist leadership felt some ambiguity in respect of the family: they looked mistrustfully to the institution, which „over-impregnated with religious element, it was almost a »semi-official« religious institution”, and „they regarded the family as a sphere which »intolerably« drew the person to the privacy from the publicity” (formulation of our colleague, Zsuzsa Ferge, in 1982, published by our Sociological Institution)
, but they knew, the family is irreparable in certain respect. As a result, their policy preferred the higher employment and education and the lifting birth rate at the same time. There could be a symbol of  the early 1950s  family policy the following propaganda picture: “Young mothers nurse their children in the Mátyás Rákosi Infants’ Nursery”; Rákosi was the contemporary Hungarian little Stalin in the early 1950’s.

[image: image8.jpg]



The greater part of the communist period consisted of the so called Kádár-age. This regime’s distinctive feature was the relative „liberalism”, pragmatist permissiveness, the relatively unmolested privacy. According to policy theory this „liberalism” was very relative, it was a surface-phenomenon, which did not affect the essence of the system, but contemporaries felt a great relief after the first one and half decades of the system, and felt, that they are very lucky, according to the citizens of other communist countries.

The socialist large-scale industry insatiable manpower-demand and the low-level payment almost enforced that the family structure with two employees have became a general model. The objects of the social benefits were almost always the family not an individual. This was the dominant practice in the case of the flat allocation which was an extremely important factor: in the socialist economy from salary almost nobody could buy a flat. In the Kádár-age the rate of the adult persons living in marriage was higher than former or later ever in the 20th century. 

Chart 8

Male population aged 15 years and over by marital status in Hungary, 1900-2006
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Chart 9

Female population aged 15 years and over by marital status in Hungary, 1900-2006
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The family in the Kádár-age was partly an „coerced alliance” (Olga Tóth), although this „crude rational” viewing was unacceptable both for the power elite and for the public opinion. There arose a demand for family „ideology” which could „legitimate” the institution and the „softed dictatorship” was not able to produce this ideology. The feminism was regarded as a dubious ideological formation, meanwhile the quasi-ideology of the „familism”, despite of its „right-wing pedigree” was acceptable, what is more, supportable for the regime. This was possible because the „familism” could hide its ideology-likeness, and because the phenomena and the debate of the „crisis of the family” and „change the family structure and gender roles” emerged in the 1960’s in the West, that is, in the ideological counter-World. A Hungarian researcher in the 1970’s acknowledged the Hungarian public opinion’s conservativism in such a way: „the families and persons taken into the research accept the institution of the family and take it for granted. There is no trace of, for example, the rebellious seeking ways and means of the Western youth, there is no trace of the fashion of communes. So that, at least for the present, does not mean a problem for the social policy.”


After the 1990’s system change the „familism” have became again the open ideology of influent political parties, often governing parties, meanwhile only a few intellectuals have tried with a principled criticism. First of all these antecedents and these tendencies are in the background of phenomenon that in Hungary the male roles and its possible/necessary revision is not a bone of contention. Meanwhile this role have changed soundly at the level of the everyday actions in the last half century, it is not a subject of the public discourses.


Stress again: in the sphere of the discourses the situation is more serious than at the level of the social practices. Taken an example: in Hungary the women spend more time then men on housework and childcare, and although the men (in average) spend more time on paid  work, this surplus can not compensate the women’s surplus of total working time. This practice is not unexampled in Europe, although this does not mean the „solution” of the problem.

Chart 10

Structure of use of time – how much longer time of the total work (paid work/study + domestic work) for a women, (minutes per day), 2005
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Chart 11

Participation of the domestic work of the active employed men and women aged 18 to 60, 1963-2000 (time share of women = 100%)
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Data in Chart 11 show a very slow move towards equality in the share of housework. Do not keep track of the fact that the diagram above goes about the employees. From the system change a new category have emerged, and the unemployed men spend more time for the children and the housework; the pensioner men’s time for the same overgrown in the last one and half decades; formerly the intellectual men or the men lived in Budapest was rather overrepresented in these activities, but in this period equalization have came off. 


In an other international comparative research revealed that „naturally” in all countries high the rate of the women aged 20 to 40 who makes alone the domestic work – but Hungary was the single country where these rates was practically same amongst the employed women and amongst the housewives. There is edifying how comment these dates a Hungarian researcher women (Marietta Pongrácz): „…the Hungarian men participated to domestic work in the lowest degree, but the Hungarian women were very thankful  even for this little help; according to the women in the other questioned countries they were pleased with the performance of their husbands in the highest degree. Furthermore, the fathers estimated to higher their own home activities as their wives estimated it, but the variance between the two appraisals in Hungary was the least.”
 „Very thankful”. Hungary, 2005.


Another example: Hungarian researchers asked the families of their sample that whether there have a head of family. 63% answered that they have head, mostly (92%) a man. If they denied, the reason was almost in every case: „we decide together in every question”; if the head was a man, the most prevalent justification was: „because this is the custom”; if the head was a  women, the justifications were varied and longer. The researchers’ pre-hypothesis was that the occurrence of the institution of head will imply to more traditional gender roles. But this expectation was not verificated: the researchers scarcely found significant differences between families with and without head in the sphere of the management of familiar funds, decision-making, share of the domestic work, etc.
 So the typical answer could be reinterpret: „there is a custom to say that the man is the head”, but this „verbal traditionalism” has not implication about the „real” traditionalism of modernism of a family’s life.

To conclude: in Hungary the elaboration of the change of the family structure and gender roles are behind themselves the changes. There is not adequate language to apprehend the changes and the expectations of the following changes. Furthermore, there in not any apparent trace of any intention by the important actors of society and policy to launch such a discourse. 

Education and Media

As in the first part of this paper was shown, a special quasi-ideology, familism characterizes the Hungarian society. Socialization and education play an important role of reservation and reproduction of this familism. For the purpose of analysis of presence or lack of gender equality in the territory of socialization and education we could choose between several various topics. At last we have chosen two topics for this paper. From education we present some results of  content analysis of textbooks of elementary schools and from socialization we present some results of media analysis. The reason of these choices is practical on one hand: several reliable researches were done in these topics. On the other hand, both textbooks and media play important role in the process of attainment of gender roles. If we would like to change the conservative gender roles these fields seems to be good to start with. 

Primers, readers, school textbooks

Hungarian sociologists have drawn attention for the socialization effect of school textbooks used in the first grades of elementary schools as early as the 1980s.
 6-10 years old children learn from these books the adult life and the world around them, in such a way as adult society would like to present. They learn from these books the letters and the techniques of reading so every child must use them. For children coming from a culturally disadvantageous family primer can be the first and sometimes the only book to read. Readers of socialist area have another important feature too: all of the schools is the country has used the same books, consequently the socialization of some generations were uniform from this aspect. Representation of gender in the school textbooks got into the focus of feminist researchers from 2000 again.
 The textbooks did not loose their role in the process of socialization but nowadays more different readers are on the market and teachers are allowed to chose the one book they find the most suitable.  However to compare the representation of gender in the school readers in various decades can be very informative from the point of view of socialization process.   


H. Sas analyzed readers for the 1-4 grades published in 1973. These textbooks remained unchanged during a 17 years period. As author remarks, those children who have learnt reading from these books around the second millennium (nowadays) would be rearing their children. It means that these readers have a long term socializing effect. At some points H. Sas makes a comparison between the readers published in the 1930s and 1973. However there are forty years and two very different political systems with very different ideological background between the two set of school textbooks, author found several similarities. 

 
In both periods boys and man are the main actors of these books. (see chart) It is also remarkable that there are much more boys than girls even in adult-child interaction. Activity of girls seems to be less interesting and worthy of presenting for the authors of analyzed readers. Not only the number of boys and men is higher but also the activities of the two genders are divided by the most traditional way. In the stories dealing with the world of work, men are over represented women. We find the same tendency even in school stories, it seems as if just boys were going to schools. Not surprisingly in the stories are set in family circle and at home, women and girls are over represented. 

Chart 13

Adult and children in stories about family in readers 

	Ratio of males and females in the percentage of all stories
	Adults with boy and adults with girl in the percentage of all people in stories
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 Readers in the 1970s are very work-oriented and work is presented most cases as blue-collar work of men. If a woman is working outside home, she is typically a teacher, but most of the stories she is taking care of her own children and the household. In the household fathers do not work anything, when they step into interaction with their children it is a moral education or direct instruction. One of the most important finding of author is that readers present a very closed world for both adults and children. People are moving in the work (school) – home and state ceremony triangle. No friendship, no human relations, no emotions, no kinship, no play or leisure time activity exists in this „textbook world”.  Readers in the 1970s, just like in the 1930s transmit a very gender stereotype message to children make them ready to accept the idea of Familism. 

After the change of regime, Hungarian education system has gone some crucial changes. As a result of these changes school textbook market opened and teachers can choose between several various textbooks. New readers and other textbooks were written adapting them to the new expectations. We would suppose that these new books left stereotyped representation of gender behind.   

In her research, Kereszty
 analyzed 7 grammar school textbooks written for children in 3-4 grade of elementary school. Unfortunately she did not make a systematic content analysis but her conclusions are comparable to the conclusions of H. Sas. In the grammar textbooks written at the very beginning of the 21st century, men and boys are over represented just like 30 and 70 years before. This phenomenon is especially striking in case of one book in which all of the stories are about a group of six schoolboys and a female teacher. When the gender of actor is not clear from the text, the activity is portrayed by man/boy. (Hungarian language does not differentiate masculinum and femininum.) Representation of men and women is also very stereotyped on pictures: most of the cases men are bearded and with moustache, women have long hair and they always wear skirt.      

Women do household tasks and take care of the children but the activity of men is moving on large scale. These work-models are far from the reality as – it was shown in the previous parts of paper – employment of women is not a new phenomenon and is quite widespread in Hungary. There is only one textbook among the analyzed ones where we can find a man in a non-stereotyped profession: he is an elementary school teacher.  

Representation of family is also very traditional and stereotyped. The typical family consists father, mother and two children. Grandparents (if they appear in the text at all) are characterized as very old, sick persons who need the help of children and grandchildren. This picture is far from the reality, as grandparents of the 8-9 years old children in Hungary are typically under 60 (see mean age of first marriage). As researches prove, in Hungary a strong bond is available between generations and the most important feature of generation transfer is the mutuality. There is only one book among the analyzed ones where we can find non-traditional family type: father with children. As in the previous chapters presented, Hungarian society is very western-like concerning demographic behaviors and family structures. It means that children know a lot of family types what are different from the „ideal” family but these do not fit into the model idealized by textbook writers, so they left them from the readers. Friendship, non-kin connections, play and leisure are presented very seldom even in the books written and published in the 2000s.       

Summarizing the analyses of school readers and textbooks, we must stress, that continuity can be found from the 1930s to 2000s. The language and pictures became much modern in the newest books but representation of gender and family is very similar in the textbooks of the 1930s, the 1970s and the 2000s. Four generations have learnt from these books that the world of work is for men and the world of family is for women. Meantime Hungarian people behave as it is fitting to the social and economic state of development of the country, but the hidden curriculum of elementary schools reproduce the ideology of Familism. 

Media

Media nowadays are outstanding means of socialization in every countries. The role of written media is decreasing and meantime the role of television and Internet became more important. However millions of men and women read newspapers and magazines so it is useful to have a look to the presence or lack of gender equality in written media. The representation of females in newspapers is stereotyped and disadvantageous by the analysis of Margit.
  Although one third of journalists are female the topics of newspapers are dominated by male topics. Even female journalists themselves prefer male topics, as these topics seem to be more important among editorial staff. Sometimes journalist, who writes about female topics, becomes ridiculous in others’ eyes or the article is labeled to be a lie. Female journalist tries to avoid the label of being feminist, as feminism is considered as a pejorative expression. However there is a slight move from this state and in the last years more female and male journalist are brave enough to write articles about so called female topics. Nowadays we can find some magazines and Internet journals what are dealing with these issues.     


The content analysis of fifty-five year-old Hungarian women’s magazine, Nők Lapja also proves that gender models, presented by reports of this popular weekly are very conservative.
 Nők Lapja was a culture-oriented magazine and by the end of the 1980s it was dealing with several real problems of everyday women on a pretty sensitive way. From the beginning of 1990s the magazine has to struggle with the rivals and by the end of the decade it gravitated away from quality. We can see this in the structure of the magazine and the increasing number of pseudo-interviews and interviews on the life of stars instead of ordinary people. Moreover, the interviews on ordinary women have an obvious message too. Nők Lapja, as an important and very popular medium has moved into two new directions during the 1990s. 

1. First, it considers the importance of family and the individual greater; and 

2. secondly, it tries to push paid work and politics in life of women into the background.


It seems, Nők Lapja tries to balance between two opposite territories. They want to present a better picture of women who live for their families, and simultaneously the individualistic women who tries to fulfill her life on the world of beauty and fashion, but not in the world of work and public life. The main message is: paid work and political activity are not feminine thing. Let's see a short quotation from Nők Lapja: „Reporter: I am surprised by your calm in the middle of this permanent bustle. You seem to be so strong. It is not a feminine feature. If I were a man, I would be frightened and would not want to marry you… - The answer is a smile. - Woman:  My marriage is perfect. At home I relax. I love cooking and I serve my husband. I enjoy the traditional female role.”  This quotation is a good example how this popular magazine reinforce Familism and traditional gender roles and beside it make women feel guilt and remorse. 

 
Television plays an outstanding role in leisure time activity of Hungarian people.  By the research of AGB Hungary, members of Hungarian families are watching television on average 301 minutes per day. 
 This time is increasing during the last fifteen years. International comparisons show that Hungarian people spend very little time for outdoor activity and get-together activity. In relation to this phenomenon, Hungarian people have very few friends comparing to other European countries.  Most of the friends are family members and after starting a family public opinion do not support friendships out of the family circle. Of course all of the historical events in the last century reinforced the distrust of people and their experiences taught them that it is better to shut themselves into home and family.  


These phenomena play important role in the surviving of the deeply rooted idea of familism. He/she who has no human relations, friendships out of the family, must wait for satisfying all of his/her emotional demands from close family members: partner, child, parent. What's happening when partner relation went wrong; when children are grown up or moved to far from the parents? In these and some other cases the people's expectation for emotional support cannot be fulfilled. This can be one important reason of widespread depression, bad mood of Hungarians and the bad morbidity and mortality rates of Hungarian population. In our countrymen are spending a lot of time at home our task is not to bring them back to home and family. It would be more important to help people to step from traditional gender roles out and to open them for human connections outside the family.


 The outstanding role of television in leisure time activity is important from another aspect too. In Hungary, just like in other countries for a lot of people information coming from television is the "truth". Media people and characters in television fictions embody role models, their socialization effect is very strong. It also means that people would learn and follow new non-traditional role models if they met with them on television. Let's see how Hungarian television channels present gender equality or inequality. We will present the representation of gender in the television at two fields. The first will be the representation women and man in one of the non-fiction programs, in the evening news. The other topic will be the role models of a special fiction program, in soap operas.  


The management of Hungarian public television has made a decision in September 2005 about the most rated evening news program. They changed the previous practice that the program was presented by two persons: a male and a female and from that time just one man is the presenter of evening news. Meantime one of the leading male presenter argued that people find a male presenter more "reliable and acceptable" males in this kind of position. This opinion is very widespread in written media too, as it was seen in Margit's paper.(see footnote 4) Although Hungarian public is not very sensitive for sexism, surprisingly this decision and argument made people indignant at. On radio programs, Internet forums and on newspapers a lot of people protested against the decision and declared that they have found the female presenters as reliable as the males.  The decision remained, female presenters are working in early morning or late evening news programs, but the sexist declaration was withdrawn. Small success is a success too.       

One of the most popular television programs is soap opera. Hungarian television channels are broadcasting six Hungarian serials. One of them is the replay of a 15 years old program, the other five ones are new. Unfortunately just one of them was analyzed by representation of gender, but its findings are true for the others too. 
 Antalóczy's analyses pointed out that in this serial men and women are represented very stereotyped way. Women are mothers and housewives men are the breadwinners. At the beginning of the serial (1998) Antalóczy has found two female characters who tried to make a career but their career orientation became weaker by the time pass. Nowadays one of these characters became mother and wife back and the other's role in the story is to be the analogue of male intriguer. Young women's main problem is love and family even if they have some paid job in the story. From the very beginning up till now, storywriters did not create any non-stereotyped man character. (The only homosexual character was left from the story after some episodes; on the other hand his pioneering role is against another stereotype, out of this genderwise project.)   

Summarizing the socialization effect of media, we can stress that both written media and television contribute to reproduction of traditional gender roles and ideology of familism. Women in media accept the traditional  "second-rate" role both in their professional life and concerning women topics too. Very few journalists are brave enough to fight for these topics. Men in media do not strive for presenting new, non-traditional male roles. We can conclude to that media in Hungary an important socialization agent in reproduction of familism and conservative attitudes concerning gender and family.
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