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Northampton Bangladeshi Association (NBA)
There are over 5,000 people of Bangladeshi origin living in the Northampton area.  The 2001 Census identified the Bangladeshi community as one of the communities with the most acute social and economic needs in Northamptonshire and the UK generally.

In 1999, Northamptonshire County Council, in conjunction with other key agencies, developed an Action Plan to address key needs of the Bangladeshi community, the completion of which resulted in the formation of the Northampton Bangladeshi Association (NBA) in 2001.

The NBA exists to meet the social and cultural needs of the local Bangladeshi community, adding to the vibrancy and dynamism of an already diverse local population. It is an organisation working to bring together local people and enabling them to play a part in the way their lives are shaped.

In accordance with identified need, the NBA works with agencies to break down barriers that have impeded the social and economic development of the local Bangladeshi community, gain equal access to resources and services and can participate in society free from discrimination and disadvantage.

NBA has continued to work closely with the County Council and other service providers from the public, private and voluntary sectors. This has succeeded in generating revenue from a variety of sources like the County Council, Northampton Primary Care Trust, Comic Relief and the Sunley Foundation.

The NBA has benefited from the direction offered by the comprehensive Action Plan. Organisationally, the NBA is led by a Management Committee consisting of 16 elected members. There is currently five full-time staff employed by the NBA, lead by a Principal Development Officer/Centre Manager and supported by community development workers who have multi-disciplinary roles. The full-time staff is complemented by a dedicated group of volunteers.

NBA is the Bangladeshi community’s ‘one-stop-shop’ providing advice, guidance and skills training. NBA’s range of complementary services includes:

· Adult education


· Women’s support services

· Welfare rights advice

· Legal/immigration advice

· Crèche

· Youth groups

· Translation service

· Volunteering scheme

· Elderly day care
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Funded through European Commission
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