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Event organised in partnership with the Open Days Secretariat of the Committee of the Regions.

Venue:
Portuguese Permanent Representation
to the European Union 

Av. de Cortenbergh 12

1040 Brussels
Belgium
Tel:  +32 2 286 42 11

Metro exit: Schuman
Background note
We will focus this year on a wide subject in connexion with a global EU2020 target: Inclusive growth – European and local perspectives.

This debate will focus on one of the central challenges facing the EU. The ongoing fall out from the financial crash and the related Euro zone crisis has resulted in record levels of unemployment and exclusion. The EU 2020 strategy has made inclusive growth one of its key pillars. 

How can this goal be delivered?  Are the resources and tools being used at EU level sufficient to be able to realise this goal? How are local authorities dealing with the fall out of austerity measures which tend to affect disproportionately those already vulnerable?  

These and other questions will form the focus of this debate which will have inputs from key players within the Brussels “bubble” as well as inputs from local politicians dealing with this issue.

This will be a two-step debate.

The first roundtable will bring together the EU related organisation and the EC in front of a local stakeholder audience and interested participants in order to see what is missing in the current EU2020 strategy, what could be done to improve the European policy and what are the perspectives and indicators for the next programming period. 

The Second roundtable will be an open space of debate between local policymakers to share light on how localities are really delivering inclusive growth. 
As you can see, this will be, we hope, a successful debate to develop a top/down AND bottom/up approaches that could serve as a clear linkage between EU planning and local realities.
Timetable
8:45 – 9:00

Registration Process

9:00
- 9:15

Ms Carla Tavares, Deputy Mayor of Amadora, President of LUDEN

Welcome and introduction

Round Table 1 – the Top-Down approach

9:15 – 9:45

EU2020 Inclusive Growth - What is the state of play?

Ms Lieve Fransen, Director, Direction D: EU2020 Social Policies, DG EMPL, European Commission

Mr Cornelis Vis, Bureau of European Policy Advisers, BEPA.A.2,

European Commission
9:45 – 10:00
Q&A Session

10:00 – 11:00
What is missing?
Mr Haroon Saad, Director of LUDEN

Ms Sian Jones, Political Coordinator of EAPN

Mr Marco Giuli, Research Fellow, Madariaga-College of Europe Foundation
11:00 – 11:15
Debate

~Coffee/Tea Break~
Round Table 2 – the Bottom-Up approach

11:40 – 12:40
Inclusive Growth and local actions
Local policy makers will present local inputs out of:
· Their success stories

· Challenges/difficulties

· Political steps taken for the future

· Ms Carla Tavares, Deputy Mayor of the City of Amadora

· Mr Jean-François Baillon, Vice-President in charge of Solidarity and Inclusion, Social Economy, International Relations and European Affairs, Conseil Général de la Seine-Saint-Denis (CG93) 
· Ms Alice Kamenka, Coordinator, Europe Division, Conseil Général du Val-de-Marne (CG94)
12:40 – 13:00
Debate with the local stakeholders and the audience

Inclusive Growth: European and local perspectives











                                                                                                [image: image4.emf]

[image: image2.emf][image: image3.png][image: image4.emf][image: image5.png]