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Dear Member,
Welcome back after the summer break. We have had  a very  busy period ahead and I would like to remind you of the key dates for the coming weeks. 

As you know the Annual study tour and AGM will take place this year in Calabria. The tour will include visits to, Crotone and Cutro. The dates are 14-17 NOVEMBER. You will already have received the programme and registration form and a flight plan for your delegate. PLEASE RESPOND BY 7 OCTOBER AS THERE ARE ONLY TWO FLIGHTS PER DAY TO CROTONE AND WE NEED TO MAKE THE RESERVATIONS NEXT WEEK
The second network workshop will take place on 4/5 October. There will be two themes to the workshop-Masterplanning for Integrated Urban Regeneration and also a focus on JESSICA the new financial loan scheme available from the European Investment Bank for Urban Regeneration. 
Finally, our next Executive Board meeting will take place in Brussels on the 10 October 2007. For more information about these events go to our “Network Development” section. 
Haroon Saad

Director
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MEMBER NEWS
Network Developments

QeC ERAN workshop: The Urban Dimension in EU Cohesion Policy, Antwerp

QeC ERAN organised a half day workshop targeted at Dutch and Belgium (Flanders) cities which took place on 19 September in Antwerp, Belgium. The workshop highlighted the challenges and changes which EU policy seeks to address. In particular, the goal of the workshop was to examine the Dutch and Belgium National Strategic Reference Frameworks and Operational Plans in relation to the Urban Dimension which were presented to the delegates at the event. In addition an EC official from the DG Regio provided a summary of the recently released report on "The State of European Cities”. The workshop was attended by over 20 delegates from cities and local authorities from Belgium especially from Flanders. Presentations and background material provided during the event can be downloaded from our website>>
Executive Bureau
The next Executive Bureau Meeting will take place in Brussels on 10 October 2007. The key issues for discussion will be the arrangements for the study tour and the Annual General Meeting, the work priorities for 2008 as well as the review of the current budget and the current work programme.  Please find more information on the study tour and annual general meeting later in this newsletter.
Staff Developments
Maria Elena Bragaglia, a student placement from Bologna (Italy) has started working for QeC ERAN since June 2007. She will assist with developing INTERREG IV and Urbact II projects as well as coordinate together with Francesca Coletta the European Regeneration Managers Network. Her tasks also include assisting with the organisation of QeC ERAN event and other office support.
Karolina Rachwal, originally from Krakow (Poland) has recently finished her studies at Paul Cezanne university in Aix en Provence (FR) on European Law Engineering and joined QeC ERAN in June. She will be assisting in the management of the MILE and INTI project. She will also provide necessary support in other office activities. 
Website

Most members have now completed their member profiles which have been updated in the network section of our website. Members are invited to make use of this section in order to promote their organisations and highlight their work. If you would like to add additional information to this section please contact Isabella Haaf or Minna Riutta.  

Information on new projects as well as outputs from the on- going projects are regularly updated in the project section of our website which provides useful tools such as case study reports, workshop reports and links to local action groups working on urban regeneration issues. For more information on the individual projects presented on our website see project update later in this newsletter.

Upcoming QeC-ERAN Events 

Next QeC-ERAN Network Workshop

This will take place on 4 October 2007 and will be held at the Lazio Region EU offices in Brussels. This workshop seeks to support the development of integrated urban development by presenting Masterplanning as a methodology and also highlighting the resources that are available for integrated urban development through the Jessica financial tool established by the EC and the EIB. More information about this event will be made available in the next FLASH. 
Annual General Meeting 2007 
The Annual General Meeting and Study Tour will this year take place in Crotone and the Calabria Region. The participants will arrive in Crotone on Wednesday 14th November; the AGM meeting will take place on Thursday 15th and the Study Tour on the 16th November. The event will end with a short discussion session on Saturday morning (17th November). These dates have now been confirmed. More details concerning the flights and other arrangements will be sent to members soon.
back to: table of contents
Other upcoming events
	8-11 October  

Open Days 2007: the European Week of Regions and Cities, Brussels 

	16-17 October 

Sixth European Roundtable on Poverty and Social Exclusion organised by the Portuguese Presidency, Portugal

	17-19 October 

Getting Engaged project: PREW2 and SGM2, Rome

	25 October: Conference on 50 years of Community Legislation in the Field of Gender Equality, Brussels

	9-14 November
Creative Clusters 2007: Fifth International Conference on the Creative Economy, London

	13-14 November 2007
'Using Public-Private Partnerships Effectively: The Challenges for New Public Financial Management', The European Institute of Public Administration, Warsaw  

	4 – 6 December 
European Offshore Wind conference (EOW2007), Berlin


back to: table of contents
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
New Projects submitted
ESIP core funding
ESIP with the support of Qec ERAN submitted a project proposal for core-funding on the “Establishment of 3-year partnerships with EU-level networks active in the field of combating social exclusion and discrimination, promoting gender equality and promoting the integration of disabled people and representing Roma people”. This call is financed through the PROGRESS programme which sets out among its general objectives "to boost the capacity of key EU networks to promote, support and further develop EU policies and objectives, where applicable". The deadline for project submission was 29 July 2007 and a decision is expected before the end of this year. 
URBACT II

The URBACT II programme will be officially launched at the URBACT conference taking place in Berlin from 4-6 November 2007. The proposed programme still needs to have final approval from the European Commission (expected in beginning of October 07). The new programme will be contributing to the implementation of the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas and is part of the European Commission’s initiative “Regions for Economic Change”.  The Urbact II programme will cover the period 2007-2013. A call for proposals under URBACT II is expected to be published in mid-October.

QeC ERAN is currently preparing the following projects to be submitted under the new call for proposals:

· Demographic change: implications for social and economic services

· Models of neighbourhood governance

· Women, Enterprise and employment development

· Creative Clusters

· Social economy

· Capacity building programme (in a consortium with the OECD)

back to: table of contents
Current Project Update
European Residents in Regeneration Network
The European Residents in Regeneration Network project has been completed last month (August 2007). The main outcome of the project has been the establishment of a citizen platform that interfaces with key EU institutions and programmes focused on urban regeneration.

The project has created a sustainable structure which connects local stakeholders with key EU institutions, policy and programmes and with each other to exchange experience and viewpoints in common areas of interest. This is a mechanism with substantial potential to further enhance citizen participation in decision-making and legislative processes. 

The project was carried out by QeC ERAN together with other 10 partners from 8 different Member States. It was developed under the programme “Active European citizenship”, which came to its end in December 2006 and which was managed by DG Education and Culture. 

QeC-ERAN presented a follow up proposal under Action 2 of the programme: ‘Active civil society in Europe’ named “European Local Regeneration Forums Exchange (ELFRE) which has been approved (see below).

European Local Regeneration Forums Exchange (ELRFE)
This project has recently been approved by the European Commission. It is a follow up to the European Residents in Regeneration Network project and will run from July 2007 to June 2008.  (see above).

In this new phase the partnership will be composed by five of the members from the previous ERRIN project. The partners are located in Rome, Torino, Belfast, Rotterdam and Charleroi. The technical partner is the eDemocracy Unit from University of Zurich, that is in charge of the development of the web- platform. 

The main aim of this second phase is to build on the foundations created through the pilot project and create mechanisms and resources which will further enhance citizen participation within the 5 Local Regeneration forums.
The expected impact of this project will be the creation of an upgraded version of the web-platform with new more interactive features
, which will create a more attractive site for citizens to get involved in their local urban regeneration problems and also it will enhance their participation at the European level thanks to the transnational exchange with other forums and with the EP Intergroup for Urban Policy and Housing.

The project Steering Group has held the first meeting in Brussels on the 17th-18th of September in order to discuss the management and implementation plan and has discussed what have been the main issues and elements that could be improved from the first version of the web-platform. According to the action plan, by the end of this year, the new upgraded version of the web will be launched with a variety of innovative elements and features. You will be able to visit this site at: www.elrfe.eu (not in use yet) and also you will be able to find more information about the project at QeC-ERAN’s website: www.qec-eran.org 

Getting Engaged: Women in Local Development

The project is heading towards its 2nd Peer Review workshop which will take place on  the 18th and 19th of October 2007  in Rome.

The workshop will focus on the theme “Services: how to assess women’s need and to evaluate the impact of services on women”.
In addition to the four representatives from each project partner, the conference will bring in the expertise of external experts presenting best practise examples and further opportunity for reflections. Gill Scott, Professor of Social inclusion and Equality at the Glasgow Caledonia University will prepare a background paper for the workshop and will also write the final workshop report.

The workshop includes presentations of case studies, two sessions of working groups and  two study visits to a job assistance and counselling centre of the municipality of Rome and to a international house for women.

A discussion panel is organised at the end of the second day to conclude exchange of experience and exercises focused on services addressed to women.  

The third Steering group meeting will take place a day before the Peer Review Workshop.

This will represent an opportunity to discuss project developments towards the agreed action plan and to start planning future activities, including the last project event to take place in Brussels in December.

Presence
After the legal establishment of Presence as a non-for profit organisation under the Belgium law, Presence already has a network of 30 experts specialised in urban regeneration issues. Those experts will offer services at a fee that will reflect the capacity of the targeted group and will support the creation of the Social Investment Fund which will represent a sustainable source of co-financing to projects at EU level.
Presence has already carried out two contracts and new possibilities of contracts will be circulated soon. 
Presence has established its own website which will provide details of the organisation and contain profiles of all associates. (www.presence-org.eu).

Restart
The Restart, project on “Innovative approaches to tackling early school leaving”, is coming to its end in by 31 October 2007.
The last workshop took place on 11th of June 2007 at the Committee of the Regions in Brussels. In addition to the partner representatives, this final event brought together stakeholders from UK, France, the Brussels area, the EU Commission and specific interest of the EU Parliament. Roughly 70 participants took part to the workshop. 
It offered a flavour of the best practices that were illustrated during the previous three workshops, in the frame of the deepening of each of the three themes of the project (see link below). The afternoon discussion included participants from the education and the social sector, local politicians, the European Commission and was very lively. All the products of this and previous workshop, as well as plenty of other useful material and outputs from this project, are available on-line.
Following the Peer Review Workshop, the last Steering Group Meeting of Restart took place. Most interestingly, the last part of it was devoted to a reflection on Restart’s experience, its strengths, weaknesses and policy suggestions for the future. The results of this second tour of reflection, tacking into account also the point of view of Local Action Groups, will be included in the final report which, together with the financial report, is to be finalised by January 2008. 
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European Managers Regeneration Network
The European Regeneration Managers Network, launched in the beginning of 2007, has now its website completely up and running. The website allows members to subscribe directly and interact with the other managers by using a wide range of tools that the website provides to his users. Through this system, members will be able to get to know easily the other participants by using its forum, uploading articles or bibliographical references, uploading questionnaires and interact with many other instruments. It’s a very rich tool, and it will be very soon adopted by all the professional participating in ERMN.

In the meantime, the European-wide network of professionals is getting bigger, as we continue promoting ERMN at conferences and workshops. For more information please visit the website: www.ermn.eu 

Integration exchange: on line integration services for third country nationals 
This new project is funded under the INTI programme and seeks to undertake an exchange of experience and identification of good practice with the overall aim of developing a local/regional dimension to the implementation of the Common Basic Principles adopted by the Justice and Home Affairs Council in November 2004 and incorporated into the EC Communication on “A Common Agenda in 2005”.
In terms of the concrete action this project will seek to establish an Integration Exchange between 10 partners which aims to:
· identify and develop  good practice  in relation to programmes  for integration/induction developed at a local/regional level and
· establish  local online platforms of services, information and  resources for supporting the integration of Third Country Nationals

The project will be running for a period of 18 months (start date: 20th of August 2007). The first steering group meeting will take place on the 8th and 9th of October at the Qec-ERAN office in Brussels, where the complete version of the first year action plan will be agreed with partners.

The project partners are as follows: Bruxelles (Belgium), Budapest (Hungary), Crotone (Italy), Lecce (Italy), Roma (Italy), Enna (Italy), Amsterdam (Netherlands), Barcelona (Spain), Huelva (Spain) and London (United Kingdom).
Fast Track – Managing migration and Integration at a local level (MILE)

This project seeks to establish a thematic network of 10 Cities and 10 Regions which is based on the need to develop an integrated exchange programme relating to the theme of “Managing Migration and Integration in Cities and Regions”. 
The project is a pilot for the newly launched “Regions for Economic Change” (RFEC) programme." Regions for Economic Change is a new proactive policy tool offered to Member States, regions and cities to help them implement the renewed Lisbon agenda through actions aimed at economic modernisation. FTN is one of the tools for implementing RFEC and will introduce those best practice ideas in the mainstream through the Operational Programmes approved at regional level. 
This project has the overall aim of assisting Cities and Regions (Managing Authorities) to agree a programme of action to present for the implementation phase of the FTN proposal. To realise this overall goal, the project will undertake a number of actions in order to achieve the following objectives:

· Develop and deliver an Action Learning Sets (ALS) for key actors from 10 cities and their 10 “sister regions”. The ALS would bring together key actors in the business of “doing” (elected representatives, practitioners, institutions, companies, and community-based organisations) with those involved in “observation/research/evaluation” and thus creating genuine conditions for co-production and the accumulation of knowledge and know-how.

· Create an online resource which would include: Case Studies, Sub-Theme reports, Online forums linked to sub themes, Links to relevant websites etc
· Develop actions that form part of the participating partners regional operational programmes 
· Disseminate the project outcomes to other cities and regions 

Phase one of the project will be closed by the end of October and its major outcome will be the Proposal for the Implementation Phase which will start in January 2008. The Proposal as well as the Action Plan has been agreed with the partners at the Second Steering Group Meeting which took place in Brussels on the 24th and 25th of September. More information will be made available in the next newsletter. 
TRAN – Turkish Network
Following a QeC-ERAN delegation in 2006 to several towns/cities in Turkey, a proposal to establish a Turkish Regeneration Areas Network (TRAN) has been developed.

The overall objective will be to develop a network of towns, cities, research organisations and non-governmental organisations who are interested in developing integrated approaches to neighbourhood/area regeneration. (More information see last newsletter).

Özgür Öner, a dedicated Turkish speaking manager, based at QEC ERAN, has been supporting this activities and has prepared and submitted a project proposal for the establishment of TRAN. If successful the project would run for 18 months starting in March/April 2007.
The partners will be Dalaman (lead), Durusu-Istanbul, Kayapinar-Kayseri; Union of local Authorities of Akdaglar-Kayseri; Charlois-Rotterdam and QeC-ERAN
Urbs-Health
The Urb Health Project will come to an end in December 2007.

The final workshop just took place in Turin, Italy (26 – 30 September 2007.)
The theme of the workshop was on “housing and health” and one session was dedicated to the particular issue of housing and health of the Roma community. The last days of the event served as an exchange amongst political representatives present at the workshop and led by Ilda Curty, Deputy Mayor of Torino, in order to define a set of recommendations for the EU as well as for national and local governments. 
Amongst the 40 delegates were the project partner participants, representatives from the European Commission (DG Public Health), Fundacio de Gitano (Madrid), the European Roma Information Center, University of Amsterdam, the Urbact secretariat and the thematic expert who will prepare the workshop report.

More information on the workshop as well as the Urb Health project can be downloaded from the Urb Health website>>
The last Steering Group meeting took place prior to the workshop event and SG members discussed preparations for the final report which will be produced and available on the website in the coming months. 
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Laps and Raps 

Local and Regional Action Plans for Social Inclusion (Laps and Raps) has now come to an end. All the project outputs and the final report can be downloaded from the website. 
ESIP

ESIP has now employed Petra Kotaskova who will be working as ESIP coordinator from the ESIP offices based in Bratislava. She will be responsible for the communication flow between ESIP members, organising Steering Group meetings and other events as well as assist in the preparation for project proposals for activities aimed at supporting the objectives of the network. A proposal for core funding has been submitted at the end of July (see section “new projects submitted”). 
back to: table of contents
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EU NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS
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EU news
Reform Treaty: some issues still need clarification, says European Parliament

Parliament will work closely with the Commission successfully to conclude the drafting of the EU Reform Treaty by October, even though some issues still need to be properly discussed. This was the outcome of an informal meeting between Parliament’s three representatives for the Inter-Governmental Conference and the President of the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso. 

Negotiations on the Treaty of the EU launched 
- The Portuguese Presidency launched the Inter-Governmental Conference (IGC) on 23 July 2007, which aims to adopt a new Treaty by the 18-19 October 2007. Until 13 September, legal experts will amend the draft text. From 13 September until 18 October, the negotiations will be political. The text should be adopted on 18-19 October, during a European Summit. 

 See: the IGC website 

New rules on access to air transport for persons with reduced mobility enter into force, but disability NGOs warn of legal shortcomings


Late July new rules entered into force to offer the disabled and the elderly access to air transport comparable to that of any other passengers flying from airports in the European Union. The Commission believes that these measures will provide an effective response to the needs of a large and – with Europe’s demographic ageing – growing section of the population. 

But according to the European Disability Forum (EDF) the legislation has some failing points. "The European Union has taken an important step forward to advance disability rights in Europe, but we need to continue to work together in order to overcome the current gaps of the Regulation”, said today Yannis Vardakastanis, President of the European Disability Forum. 
Around 10% of the EU population is affected by reduced mobility – these are mainly disabled and elderly people, while others are unable to walk long distances as often required in modern airports. 

For more information, please visit EDF webpage 

Tune in to diversity 

A video clip promoting diversity has been published on the EU’s ‘eutube’ area of the popular YouTube video website. The 30-second spot was created last year when the European Commission’s ‘For Diversity. Against Discrimination’ information campaign teamed up with MTV Networks Europe. It features winning images from the campaign’s photo competition and was first broadcast on MTV last year. 

The European Commission is currently working on a new initiative with MTV to mark the 2007 European Year of Equal Opportunities for All. 

Caritas & ERIO: Advocating for a Roma-specific EU education strategy 

Caritas Europa and the European Roma Information Office (ERIO) have joined forces to produce a common position paper calling on the European Commission to take the initiative in defining a separate EU Strategy for Roma and Education. 

Entitled “Recommendations on the Integration of Roma Youngsters into Education”, this position paper presents a series of proposals on practical and policy levels. These are firmly grounded in experience and research including studies on the impact of EU initiatives and practical lessons from the trans-national project STEP IN. 

Download the common position paper. 

Commission launches public consultation to prepare for the European e-Inclusion strategy 

The Commission has launched a European Initiative on e-Inclusion in 2008. In order to prepare for the initiative the Commission will propose a comprehensive approach to e-Inclusion by the end of 2007 to support the achievement of the objectives of the Riga Ministerial Declaration (June 2006). 

This consultation will help prepare the approach and will be on-line until 15th August 2007. 

Feedback is expected on key areas of e-Inclusion: e-Accessibility, digital literacy and competences, inclusive e-Government, Information and Communication technologies for cultural diversity, information and communication technologies for active ageing at work and the role of stakeholders in reaching e-Inclusion goals. 

Position papers, based on the issues raised in the questionnaire, can also be sent to einclusion@ec.europa.eu. 

Access the online consultation: http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=eInclusion. 

Commission launches public consultation on new anti-discrimination measures 
The European Commission launched on 4 July a public consultation in order to help it plan new measures to tackle discrimination on the basis of gender, religion, belief, disability, age or sexual orientation in areas beyond the job market. 

 It comes as the European Year of Equal Opportunities for All – which aims to raise people's awareness of their rights to equal treatment and promote a broad debate on the benefits of diversity to society – enters full swing. 

A recent Eurobarometer survey (January 2007) showed that 64% of Europeans believe discrimination is widespread in their country and 51% think that not enough is being done to combat the problem. 

The consultation is made up of a general online consultation, as well as a consultation targeted at business. It will run from July 4 to October 15 and will be accessible at the following address: 
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/consultations/index_en.htm
 
PUBLICATIONS 

Special Eurobarometer Report on Poverty and Exclusion is out! 

A Special Eurobarometer report on Poverty and Exclusion, which has just been published by the Commission, looks at perceptions about the existence and causes of poverty, attitudes towards homeless people and perceptions on criteria for a decent standard of living. The last section relates to the work that many of you carried out on the 74 material deprivation indicators. 

The conclusions of the report highlight:

· An increasing awareness of the problem of poverty and existence of poverty, twice as much in new member states, but highlighting a significant increase in the perception of poverty in EU 15 ( up 12 points) since 2002. 

· Injustice is also seen as being the main cause of poverty, with long-term unemployment as the main key factor, particularly for people having a high degree of financial difficulties. 

· All the 74 indicators are seen as key elements for a decent standard of living, but the importance of the items varies depending on people's financial situation, with those suffering most from financial strain emphasising the necessity of all elements.

To download the report, click here. 

Migration and Integration: The Common basic principles on integration in focus 
At a time when immigration policies are high on the EU agenda, the European Network against Racism (ENAR) is dedicating the new edition of its magazine, ENARgy, to the importance of promoting integration, more specifically providing a focus on the EU’s Common Basic Principles on Integration. 

To check this issue, click here. 

Greater push needed for equality, says EU Agency for Fundamental Rights report 

The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights has just published a new report on racism and xenophobia inside the Member States of the EU between 1997 and 2005. The report finds that unequal treatment continues in employment, housing and education while figures for racist crime are up in a number of EU countries. 

To download the report, click here. 

POLITIS research highlights immigrants’ contribution 

The POLITIS project, supported under the EU’s Sixth Framework Programme for research, has highlighted the positive contribution made by immigrants in their host societies. Findings are published in 25 country reports available online. A final report summarising all conclusions will be published in the coming weeks.

Commission publishes mainstreaming study
The Centre for Strategy and Evaluation Services, on behalf of the European Commission, has produced a new study: "Non-discrimination mainstreaming - instruments, case studies and ways forward". 

The report defines "non-discrimination mainstreaming" as putting equality concerns into all public policies, legislation and programmes. This means equality must be considered at all stages of decision-making. 

The publication reviews the case for equality mainstreaming and the factors critical to its success. It also highlights a wide range of approaches and case studies at both European and national levels
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Did you know?





You can ctrl-click on the blue titles in the overview. It will take you directly to the section!
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