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Dear Member,
Please find attached this year’s second edition of the Qec ERAN Flash in which we are taking a close look at the issue of citizens’ participation for a sustainable development in Europe, see feature article. 
You will also find information about our latest QeC-ERAN network workshop which took place in Madrid on 2 and 3 April 2008. The workshop focused on the Urban Dimension in EU Cohesion Policy with particular view to the Spanish and Portuguese Operation Programmes. The event has been very successful in bringing together all the relevant actors in this process ranging from EU level representatives, Member State officials to local authority representatives not only from Spain and Portugal but other EU countries as well. 
I would also like to mention that we are currently busy with the preparations for our Annual General Meeting and Study Tour which will take place from 11-14 June in Starogard Gdanski. Please go to our “Upcoming events” section for more information.
Haroon Saad

Director
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MEMBER NEWS
Feature Article
Citizen Participation for a sustainable development in Europe

Citizens’ disaffection for European politics is a reality acknowledged by European Institutions and national governments. As experienced in past elections for the European Parliament and various referenda on the Constitutional Treaty, there is a widening gap between citizens and the institutions that represent them.

Representative democracy, a model upon which we have built our community, is based on the delegation of citizens’ powers to their representatives, this delegation is renewed periodically. It means that for citizens the only decision-making capacity in the public sphere is voting. The enormous amount of information needed to be engaged with European institutions, has no parallel with the power of influence at the public area that citizens may have, and this, evidently, discourages participation.

The citizen demand for more participation is a clear proof of social maturity but it is hard to incorporate into the rigid structures of representative democracy. Although there is a trend to think the options are limited, -as direct democracy is not feasible due to the large population- participatory democracy offers a number of interesting tools to open up new ways for citizen participation. These are not mere information and consultation processes, but real ways for decision making, devolving citizens some of the powers that they have previously delegated to their representatives.

Participation also needs training. Citizens and decision makers often ignore that there are mechanisms that allow citizen inclusion in the decision making process regardless of their previous education or knowledge, and both are often not aware of the important benefits of their involvement.
There is a strong political commitment from the Member States of the European Union to integrate the basic principles of an integrated approach for sustainable urban development, in their national, regional and local strategies. 
These policy priorities set out at the EU level were agreed at the Ministerial Conference in Leipzig last 24th May 2007 by Ministers responsible for Urban Development. The Leipzig Charter
, which builds on the Lille Action Programme, the Rotterdam Urban Acquis and the Bristol Accord, supports the broad EU Sustainable Development Strategy. One of the main issues highlighted in the Charter was the essential need to promote the involvement of citizens in the development of sustainable urban policies, giving them an active role in shaping their immediate environment, making cities better places to live and work. Although this is not the first time that attention has been drawn towards the need of effective citizen participation, in the Bristol Accord
 it was stated that:
“Sustainable communities enjoy:

· representative, accountable governance systems which both facilitate strategic, visionary leadership and enable inclusive, active and effective participation by individuals and organisations

·  effective engagement with the community at neighbourhood level, including capacity building to develop the community’s skills, knowledge and confidence

· strong, informed and effective partnerships that lead by example (e.g. government, business, community)

· strong, inclusive, community and voluntary sector

· sense of civic values, responsibility and pride”.
Turnout trends at European Elections:
Furthermore the post evaluation of the Urban programme 1994-1999 highlighted that the key factors affecting the success of implementation and management, in descending order of importance, were:
· Participation of the local community in aspects of project selection, management and implementation.

· Integrated and straightforward approaches to programme management and implementation.

· Strong partnerships and cooperation.

· Leadership in the day to day management and overall implementation of the programme.

· Capacity and experience
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However, alongside such positive recognition of citizen participation, the European Union is currently facing a paradox: despite the successes and achievements of the European Union since its creation, European citizens seem to have developed a certain distance towards the European institutions and to have difficulties in identifying themselves within the process of European integration. The low level of participation in the last elections for the European Parliament is a recent illustration.

The European Commission has identified three different types of responses to this problem, which are to be implemented by different initiatives. First, there is a need for better information of citizens about European institutions and better communication on European issues in general. Second, citizens need to be fully aware, and make full use, of their rights as citizens of the European Union, as described in Article 17 of the EC Treaty, and of their fundamental rights under the Charter on Fundamental rights. Third, citizens should also be aware of their duties as citizen and become actively involved in the process of European integration, developing a sense of belonging and a European identity.

This awareness about the importance of the creation of an active European citizenship brought on 26 January 2004, the Council Decision establishing a Community programme to promote active European citizenship (civic participation). The decision provided a legal basis for the promotion of active European citizenship, for a period of three years (2004–2006). The Commission Communication "Building our common Future: Policy challenges and Budgetary means of the Enlarged Union 2007-2013" proposed developing European citizenship as a main priority for EU action. This included the need to make citizenship a reality by fostering European values, culture and identity, covering areas directly involving European citizens in the construction of the European Union. In the light of the above and of the results of the public consultation held at the end of 2004 and the beginning of 2005, the Commission presented on 6 April 2005 a proposal for the future programme “Europe for Citizens”, for the period 2007-2013.
The main objectives of the new programme are:

· bringing together people from local communities across Europe to share and exchange experiences, opinions and values, to learn from history and to build for the future;

· fostering action, debate and reflection related to European citizenship and democracy, shared values, common history and culture through cooperation within civil society organisations at European level;

· bringing Europe closer to its citizens by promoting Europe’s values and achievements, while preserving the memory of its past;

· encouraging interaction between citizens and civil society organisations from all participating countries, contributing to intercultural dialogue and bringing to the fore both Europe’s diversity and unity, with particular attention to activities aimed at developing closer ties between citizens from Member States of the European Union as constituted on 30 April 2004 and those from Member States which have acceded since that date.

In addition, at the European level it has been recognised that ICTs play an important role in enhancing public participation and involvement in the legislative and decision-making processes, giving citizens the opportunity to interact and participate in the construction of their cities, and thus, the European Union, developing a European identity and a sense of European citizenship. The European Commission has supported a number of Information Society Technologies research projects on eParticipation during the 5th and 6th Framework Programmes for Research, and it was as early as 2001, when the Council of the European Union, under the Belgian Presidency, organised the first high-level Ministerial Conference on e-Government applications, which have been repeated under the Italian (2003) and British (2005) Presidencies. In Manchester in 2005 the eGovernment Conference resulted in a strong impetus to bring forward the eGovernment agenda towards 2010, and later in April 2006 the European Commission Communication “i2010 eGovernment Action Plan: Accelerating eGovernment in Europe for the Benefit of All” was published.

One of the objectives set out in the i2010 eGovernment Action Plan by the European Commission is to strengthen citizen participation and democratic decision-making in Europe, which means overcoming several major political challenges facing the European project nowadays: the perceived democratic deficit; the need to reconnect citizens with politics and policy making & the complexity of decision-making and implementing legislation in a 27-member EU.

« eParticipation » is a Preparatory Action that was first launched in 2006 and which aims to harness the benefits of ICTs to improve legislation and legislative processes at all levels of government decision-making and to enhance public participation in such processes. 

The objective for 2007 is to demonstrate concrete cases where, with the help of modern ICT tools and applications, the legislative process and the resulting legislation can be improved and the participation of the public (citizens, businesses, civil society, NGOs, socio-economic and political groups, etc) in the decision-making process can be enhanced, for example, through improved interaction with decision-makers.

Within the framework of the Europe for Citizens programme, QeC-ERAN is implementing a project aimed at promoting citizen participation “European Local Regeneration forums Exchange”. This project started two years ago as a pilot when the previous programme “Promotion of an active European citizenship” was ending. The aim was to make the connection between different local regeneration forums and the EU level through the creation of an online tool that would enable the exchanges at the horizontal level (among different local forums) and vertically (with the EU level) regarding urban regeneration issues. 

Network Developments

Executive Board meeting

The Executive Bureau met on 1 April 2008 in Madrid preceding the network workshop. Discussions centered around the elections to the Executive Board, the Annual General Meeting and study tour to take place in Starogard-Gdanski from 11-14 June 2008.  The next meeting will take place in Starogard-Gdanski, a day before the AGM
“Monitoring the Urban Dimension in EU Cohesion Policy: Spanish and Portuguese perspectives”

This year’s first QeC ERAN network workshop  took place at the European Parliament offices in Madrid, Spain on 2 and 3 April 2007. 

With the mainstreaming of EU Cohesion Policy, the EC has sought to ensure that the best practice developed through the URBAN programme can be sustained through the Community Strategic Guidelines. Member States have now produced National Strategic Reference Frameworks and Operational Plans for the new programming period. This marks an appropriate time to see if the goals of mainstreaming are being translated into Local/regional Plans. 

Qec ERAN organised this event in partnership with CIREM, a Spanish network working on Urban Regeneration issues. The event focused on Spain and Portugal in order to review how the new arrangements are working. 
An on-line workshop report including all the presentations that were made during the event will be available by the end of this month.

Staff Developments
Núria Tello from Barcelona has started working for QeC-ERAN in March this year. She has joined the network as a project development officer and will be working with QeC-ERAN until the end of September. She studied Political Science at Pompeu Fabra University (Barcelona) and then moved to Brussels where she studied a Masters in European Studies at Institut d’Etudes Européennes (ULB). She is assisting the QeC-ERAN team with the preparation of project proposals and seminars.
Céline di Masi, from Charleroi, has also joined QeC-ERAN as an intern in March. Céline  is completing her master on European public relation and communication held in the “Institut des Hautes Etudes des Communications Sociales” in Brussels. She will assist the development of the European Regeneration Manager Network, taking care in particular of the development of the Communities of Practice and the overall communication strategy of the network.
back to: table of contents
Upcoming QeC-ERAN Events 

Annual General Meeting and Study Tour 2008 
This year the Annual General Meeting and Study Tour will take place in Starogard Gdanski, Poland from 11-14 June.  Delegates will have the opportunity to study examples of good practise in urban regeneration of industrial cities in transition with the main focus being on Poland but other European case studies will also be presented. There will be on-site visits of successful regeneration projects in the host city, Starogard Gdanski, as well as neighbouring Gdansk. The social programme will include dinner at a medieval castle and a Barbecue in former horse stables. 

During this year’s Annual General Meeting there will be elections to the QeC ERAN Executive Board. Nomination forms will have to be received by the QeC ERAN secretariat no later than 5 May 2008. 

As usual QeC ERAN will be paying the costs for one delegate per member and we are now purchasing the flight tickets. A draft programme and other information will be made available soon. For more information please contact: Isabella Haaf.
back to: table of contents
Other upcoming events
May 2008 

14 May: European Year of Intercultural Dialogue debate: "Interreligious Dialogue", Brussels 

16-17 May: 7th European Meeting of People Experiencing Poverty, Brussels 

22-23 May: Second European Conference of the International Association of Homes and Services for the Ageing (IAHSA), Vienna 

29-30 May: International Women’s Health Conference, Derry (Northern Ireland) 

 

June 2008 

3-4 June:  OECD Forum 2008 "Reform to Perform" Towards a more prosperous, stable and sustainable future, Paris 

4 June: European Year of Intercultural Dialogue debate: "Workplace", Brussels 

5 June: Communicating Equality and non-discrimination in the EU, Belfast (Northern Ireland)   

6 June: FEANTSA European seminar: Strategies to end homelessness: Elements of conflict and cooperation at local level, Brussels 

11-12 June: Employment Week 2008, Brussels 

12-13 June: Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility, Brussels 

20-21 June: 12th International Congress of the Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN), Dublin 

26 -28 June: 21st CEFEC Conference, "Employment and Quality of Life in Europe: Common Strategies for Social Inclusion", Lisbon (Portugal) 

30 June - 4 July:  33rd global conference of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW), Tours (France) 

back to: table of contents
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
Current Project Update

European Local Regeneration Forums Exchange (ELRFE)
The coordinators of each of the Local Forums held a discussion online concerning several aspects of the project, amongst others the website and the agreed actions from the first Steering Group meeting: 
Discussion about the video profiles: The partners are working on the making of several videos about their neighbourhoods and members of the forum. These videos will be uploaded in the website. According to the initial Action Plan, 100% of the video profiles should be finalised and up in the website.
Discussion about the Dossiers: Each of the partners will create 2 dossiers. They can discuss and choose the theme at the local level. 

Discussion about the “Online Conference”

The partners have discussed the idea to hold an Online Forum with the participants from all the 5 LRFs as well as the involvement from members of the EP Intergroup for Urban Policy and housing & from the European Commission. The theme that has been commonly identified as a priority for all is the issue of ‘marginalised youth’. There will be different dimensions discussed regarding this issue: 

a) Youth unemployment and low skilled labour 

b) Young people’s participation in public life

c) Health and young people

Structure of the Online Conference 

After some discussion among the coordinators of the Local Forums, it has been agreed that in order to present the result of the project and the several productions at the local level, another face-to-face meeting will be held in Brussels. Further details are to be confirmed.

Discussion about the second online consultation: The possibility to hold a second online forum was also discussed in the meeting. There were two options: either to organise a second online conference with the same format as the one planned for April, or otherwise to launch a consultation through the website, which would be running during 1 month. Members of the LRFs are expected to register in the website and participate in the consultation during this period. At the end, a report on the results will be published.

For more info please contact ELRFE coordinator Tamara Hodas Garcia 
Presence
Presence is expanding its network of experts in all EU countries. The current expertise and services available through the network may be consulted on the website (www.presence-org.eu).

In the previous two months several new contracts have been secured by Presence. By contracting an expert through Presence a Social Investment Found is established in order to create a sustainable source of co-funding of grass roots projects at EU level. 

For more information please contact Annachiara Pecchini or Karolina Rachwal
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Network
ERMN is an online network of actors from the public, private and third sectors who are actively involved in urban regeneration. ERMN is open to professionals, politicians, researchers and self-employed persons. ERMN is for all those involved in projects/service delivery and research studies which are related to the urban context.

We are now proceeding changing the basic features of the website, to simplify initial access and give clearer information to first users. We will also re-elaborate the page dedicated to “people”, to ensure better access to information and details of the managers who joined the Communities of Practice, as well as the page dedicated to the news, that will be linked to various sources related to ERMN themes of the Community of Practice in the 4 languages of the network: English, Spanish, Italian and French.   Céline Di Masi, who recently joined the QeC-ERAN network, will now take care of the development of the first Community of Practice, “Integration and Migration”, and she assist on the overall communication system of the network. 
For more information please visit the website: www.ermn.eu  or contact Maria Elena Bragaglia or Céline di Masi cdimasi@qec-eran.org
Integration exchange: on line integration services for third country nationals 
The INTI project seeks to strengthen the implementation and awareness of the Common Basic Principles (CBP) at local/regional level. The CBPs were adopted by the Justice and Home affairs council in November 2004 and incorporated into the European Commission communication on A Common Agenda for Integration in 2005.  
These 9 CBPs are primarily intended to assist member states in formulating integration policies for immigrants by offering a simple, non-binding guide against which they can judge their own policies. 

The first Transnational Peer Review on Employment and induction programmes took place in Huelva (Spain) on the 20-22 February. The workshop included the contributions of two experts as well as presentations of case studies by partners. 4 working groups were also organised on the issues of: 
· Access to support services for enterprise development
· Migrant women participation in the labour market
· The political and practical implications of induction programmes
The case studies presentations made during the event as well as the conclusions of the Working groups can be consulted on the project website. A final report of the workshop will be ready by the end of April of this year. 

The construction of 10 portals for new comers started and each portal will be available in the 5 main languages of migrant groups in each partner city. 

For more information please contact Yamina Guidom
Fast Track – Managing migration and Integration at a local level (MILE)

Operational Phase: The first Scoping and Exchange Workshop on the theme of Enterprise development for migrants and ethnic minorities took place in Amadora (Portugal) on the 27-28 February. The workshop consisted in 

· Exchanging practice through presenting case studies

· Three working groups on the issues of Measures to access Financial and non-financial support for enterprise development; Measures to stimulate the enterprise culture; Measures to access wider markets  with the support of external experts

· Action Learning Sets Planning Sessions in which each ALS developed a provisional action plan based on the exchange and the results of the working groups. 
For more information please contact Yamina Guidom
ESIP
The Regional development agency Celje (Slovenia) and ESIP have submitted a project proposal to the European Commission (Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Call VP/2008/001- Industrial relations and Social dialog.) If successful the project will focus on the organization of a 3 days conference on “Challenge of professional inclusion of workers from abroad countries and their inclusion in new environment. 

ESIP is currently co-organising a two-day workshop on "Employment" within the framework of the Laps and Raps II project (lead partner: Celje). The workshop will take place in Bratislava from 8-9 May. It will be preceded by an ESIP Board meeting (7 May).

ESIP will also participate in a conference organised by the Euclid Network which will take place on 17-18 April 08 in Budapest. The event will explore multi-stakeholder approaches to enhance local development, with a special focus on the partnership between financial institutions and the third sector. Delegates will examine innovative methods of finance with case studies within a Hungarian and a broader European context. 
For more information please contact Petra Kotaskova or contact Isabella Haaf. 

 back to: table of contents
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EU NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS
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EU news

2009: European Year of Creativity and Innovation 

The European Commission has proposed to make 2009, the European Year of Creativity and Innovation, for economic and social reasons, it argues. 

The European Commission justifies this decision so far arguing the need for more education and training to make better use of knowledge and innovation. Activities throughout the Year will put a strong emphasis on education. Social entrepreneurship will be highlighted too. 

The year will be coordinated by DG Education and Culture, without any specific budget allocated to support European cross-cutting initiatives. The European Commission considers that it can be organised using existing EU programmes. 

Next steps? Member States are to appoint national coordinators who will cooperate thanks to a steering group at EU level. 

Social and green NGOs call on putting cohesion policy at the service of sustainable development 

On 7th April, the Slovene presidency organized a conference to discuss the revision of cohesion policy. Key issues on the agenda were a possible “renationalisation” of cohesion policy, its added value and complementarity with other policy areas. 

Speaking on behalf of the Civil Society Contact Group (and in particular of social and environmental NGOs), Fintan Farrell called on going beyond growth and jobs only to put the funds at the service of cohesion and solidarity. 

He insisted in particular on the need for all cohesion policy expenditures to be proofed against environmental and social impact (in line with the Lisbon treaty provisions) and to develop integrated approaches, where no group or geographical area is perceived as "too poor to be green". He also called on strengthening governance and management mechanisms, by making the funds more accessible to organizations on the ground and better involving civil society. 

Non discrimination NGOs express concern to President Barroso over limited scope of future Commission legislative initiative on non-discrimination 

A coalition of Non discrimination NGOs (the Older People’s Platform (AGE),  the European Network against Racism (ENAR), the European Region of the International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA - Europe) and the European Youth Forum (YFJ)) have addressed their shared concerns to José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, over the political messages that have been circulating to the effect that some grounds and key areas such as education and health will not be included in the forthcoming proposal on extending non-discrimination legislation outside employment. 

In addition, while fully supporting a future legislative initiative on disability, they consider that there should be legislation to cover all Article 13 discrimination grounds. 

The non-discrimination networks, which have all submitted substantial information to assist the Commission services to draft this legislation, have therefore requested a meeting with President Barroso to discuss their mutual concerns and to seek assurances that an opportunity for a legal basis to counter such discrimination and to promote equal opportunities for all will not be missed. 

International Roma Day: coalition calls for EU framework strategy on Roma Inclusion 

On the occasion of the International Roma Day (8th April), the European Roma Policy Coalition called on EU institutions to strengthen their Roma strategy. As an estimated 7-9 million Roma live in EU Member States the coalition urged the European Union to adopt a Framework Strategy on Roma Inclusion. This strategy should “ensure that Roma communities are protected from discrimination, have equal access to education, healthcare and housing, and are empowered through participation in the civic and economic life of the country”. 

European Council conclusions: what are the "social" messages? 

The European Council met on 13 and 14 March 2008. 

See: 

· The full Council conclusions
· A short summary of the main points raised and decided by the European Council. 

  2008 programme for peer reviews in the field of social inclusion and social protection 

The Commission has now published a first version of the 2008 programme for peer reviews in the social protection and social inclusion field.
The exact dates of the reviews still have to be confirmed and some further changes in the composition of the groups can be expected. 

The timing of the seminars should be confirmed in a few weeks. 

Click here to download the 2008 programme. 

Click here for a more detailed view of the peer reviews organised in 2008. 

Click here to access the new website of the EU on the social inclusion and social protection process. 

 European Commission proposes the creation of the European Migration Policy Centre 

Franco Frattini, Commissioner responsible for Justice, Freedom and Security, supported on 11 March the establishment of a European Migration Policy Centre (EMPC), the opening of which is envisaged for as early as the autumn of 2008. 

The main objectives of the Centre will be to develop specific tools to ensure that research serves policy-making and actions and provide policy-makers and other stakeholders with methodologies that address migration governance needs. The centre will also support the production and efficient use of databases on the main dimensions of migration 

See the European Commission’s press release 

New EU consultation: Food for the most deprived in Europe 

The European Commission DG Agriculture has launched an online consultation on the future of the EU scheme "Food Distribution to the most deprived persons". The deadline for consultation is the 14 May 2008. 

The goal of the consultation is to assess how this programme may evolve and contribute to the revision of the scheme foreseen in 2008. Meanwhile, the European Commission has also launched an Impact Assessment of the programme with the same aim. 

Social Platform members working on poverty are encouraged to contact DG Agriculture to be part of their target audience and respond if they think appropriate: the consultation is an online questionnaire. You can also send written contributions to AGRI-Most-Deprived-Persons@ec.europa.eu. 

See: 

· Information about the "Food distribution to the most deprived persons" scheme 

· Consultation questionnaire
 Mutual learning: 13 projects selected 

Through its PROGRESS programme, the European Commission has decided to support 13 projects aimed at exchanging policies, good practice, innovative approaches and mutual learning. 

These are all key to social inclusion and social protection, as well as the closely related Open Method of Coordination. The projects selected focus on key policy areas such as preventing and alleviating poverty and the social exclusion of children, preventing homelessness, fighting over-indebtness and facilitating access for all to financial services, strengthening the social inclusion of migrants and ethnic minorities, and promoting quality health-care and social services for the most vulnerable groups. 

Activities to tackle these issues were launched at the end of 2007 for a two-year period. 

Details are available on the European Commission’s website. 

Europeans want more EU actions to tackle 21st century challenges: demographic change, climate and the effects of globalization 

According to a newly released Eurobarometer survey on Citizens’ perception of EU regional policy, Europeans want the EU to be more ambitious and tackle head on new challenges such as globalisation, the fight against climate change and demographic trends. 

The sectors which Europeans wish to be priority recipients of EU investment are education, health, social welfare infrastructure, environmental protection and risk prevention. They then think that this support should focus on vocational training and assistance to small businesses. 

See the full report on the survey 

Follow-up of EQUAL and calls for transnational projects: where to find information ? 
QeC-ERAN has been following closely the follow-up of the EQUAL programme, which had been an important step for NGOs throughout the EU. EQUAL has now disappeared but its principles should now be “mainstreamed” in all ESF programmes. In this purpose, different “Community of Practices” (web-based) were set up to follow each of the principles, such as gender mainstreaming, transnationality, partnership, innovation. 

The membership of these Communities is in some cases open to "practitioners", which can get more information by registering on these sites. You will find links to all the specific communities on: http://www.esflive.eu/. 

With regard in particular to transnational programmes, you will find information on the calls for proposals to be soon launched in the Member States, as well as about National Contact Points: 
http://www.transnationality.eu/. 

European Women's Lobby to EU leaders: EU falls short of its Treaty commitments on gender equality 

The European Women’s Lobby (EWL) wishes to highlight some of the discrepancies in the Lisbon Strategy as the core EU socio-economic political framework, and in so doing demonstrate that the EU’s falls short of its Treaty commitments to promote true equality between women and men. 

In light of the crucial importance of the Lisbon Strategy on Growth and Jobs as a generator of social well-being and economic competitiveness, there is an urgent need to first gender mainstream the whole process and not only in areas where the social dimension is stated, namely in the employment guidelines and second to rename the Strategy to include the objective of social inclusion. 

You can find the whole text here. 

European Youth Forum encourages young men to commit themselves to gender equality 

On the occasion of the International Women's Day, the European Youth Forum (YFJ) highlighted the important role that men, and in particular, current and future male leaders, have in order to engage actively in advocating for gender equality and women's rights, as a way of fostering changes at the legislative, representational, cultural and social level, and as a way to gain social justice. 

The YFJ is strongly engaged in raising young men's awareness on gender issues and women's rights and in mainstreaming gender equality. The YFJ policy paper on "Achieving equality between women and men" encourages both women and men to take part in civil society movements aimed at promoting women's rights and gender equality. 

See the European Youth Forum press release 

PUBLICATIONS 

New MHE Publication: "From Exclusion to Inclusion – The Way Forward to Promoting Social Inclusion of People with Mental Health Problems" 

This Mental Health Europe report presents an overview of social inclusion of people with mental health problems across 27 Member States of the European Union. 

It aims to explain the specificity of mental health and mental illness and to highlight the mechanisms that prevent people with mental health problems in many cases to be active citizens who can participate and contribute to the community and society in which they live. It sets out concrete suggestions that can help professionals and policy makers to strengthen the framework for national strategy development and policy coordination within and between the Member States in Europe on issues relating to this particularly vulnerable group. 

Download the report 

A guide for developing social action in Europe 

UNCCAS has published a guide for developing local social action in Europe. It explains how the different European institutions operate and provides an overview of the different possibilities offered by the European Union for developing projects at local level. 

There are also a number of appendices to be found in the Europe section under the European funding heading. The appendices contain direct links to the information sources mentioned in the guide, to funding programmes, and to examples of existing projects. 

Click here to download the guide 

Child Poverty and Well being in the EU: Current status and way forward 

Using commonly agreed indicators, this report, drafted by the EU Social Protection Committee identifies the predominant factors affecting child poverty in each country of the EU. 

The report also reviews the national monitoring and evaluation systems in place and draws 15 recommendations to better assess and monitor child poverty and the multiple dimensions of child well-being across the EU. 

Download the report 

 

Features and Challenges of Population Ageing: The European Perspective
In this Policy Brief of the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research, the issue of population ageing and its possible implications are sketched out. The policy brief also discusses what public policy responses are required to deal with the challenges posed. 

The main focus would be on Europe as a region facing these challenges and how individual countries as well as the EU and the UNECE could steer strategies to deal with them. 

Download the policy brief
Eurofound reports on tackling undeclared work in the European Union 

The European Foundation for the Improvement of Working and Living Conditions (Eurofound) publishes a report entitled "Tackling undeclared work in the European Union". 

This overview report provides a typology of the potential approaches to and measures for tackling undeclared work. Such a resource could be used to provide a baseline against which the current approaches and measures used in the current 27 Member States of the European Union can be assessed. 

Download the report 

  

Working with volunteers from disadvantaged backgrounds: Good practice handbook 

This guide encouraging voluntary organisations to work with volunteers from disadvantaged backgrounds highlights the benefits of a diverse volunteering team through practical examples and case studies, and helps voluntary projects effectively target and communicate with new volunteers. 

This guide was drafted by the GoldStar Exemplar Programme, an English initiative designed to encourage and enable voluntary organisations and projects throughout England to realise the potential of volunteers, mentors and befrienders from socially excluded or disadvantaged groups.

Download the good practice handbook
back to: table of contents
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Did you know?





You can ctrl-click on the blue titles in the overview. It will take you directly to the section!
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� LEIPZIG CHARTER on Sustainable European Cities, 24th May 2007 (www.EU2007.de) 


� The ‘Bristol Accord’ was endorsed by Ministers responsible for Urban Development in the Informal Ministerial Meeting in Bristol, 6-7 December 2005
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