EARLY SCHOOL LIVING IN ITALY

Italy is one of the EU countries where early school leaving is a strong national emergency: 2.1 % of secondary school students are not evaluated at the end of the year (3,6% during the first year). (1)
In 2005 young people between 18 and 24 years old who did not obtain the junior school degree were 22%, while the European average attained 15% and the Lisbon goal has been fixed as 10% by 2010.
Youth educational attainment level is 5 points below the European average (77.3%), and far from the relevant Lisbon goal (85%). 
The main problems are present especially in the suburbs of southern biggest cities (Napoli, Palermo, Bari, Catania) where poverty meets illegality and the State is out of this range
The situation is difficult also in the north of the country, where industry requires workers with no qualification and many families do not generally consider that education is important for finding a work.

The reasons of early school living can be found outside and inside the school: in the first case, pupils’ choices are influenced by factors such as familiar cultures, quality of infrastructures (transports, libraries, communications) and income. Many students are not encouraged to attend school if they live in a negative environment (where cultural life is not developed)  or they can’t find appropriate means of transport (journeys can be long and stressful, in particular in the mountains).
A Lower House survey (2) criticises the excessive rigidity of pathways, the debasement of vocational education and the increase of bullying attitudes, and states that the approach to pupils’ personality should be improved. According to the above-mentioned inquiry, there are too many women in the education system, and this can cause a lack of leadership model, especially for boys.
The Ministry of Education provides guidelines in this field and, occasionally, funds, and it delegates the planning and the management of projects to regions, local administrations and schools (according to their autonomy level). As from April 2005 the Ministry of Education decree n. 76 highlights the regulations related to the right to education, article n. 4 outlines actions for early school living prevention.
Measure n. 3 of the School National Operative Plan, co-financed by the European Social Fund and the European Fund for Regional Development, promotes strategies and projects in this field in southern regions. 

On the 29th June 2006 during an audition at the Lower House (5), the new Minister of Public Education, Giuseppe Fioroni, has defined the fight against early school living “the mother of all battles”: compulsory education attendance will be taken to 16 years old from the actual 15, regional and national offices of pupils’ statistics will be established, special courses for immigrants are suggested to encourage social inclusion and lifelong learning will be empowered.
The responsibility of regions in the framework of Education is also specified in Title V of the Constitution (6) (reformed in 2000): programmes, management and funding of vocational schools and education are provided locally.
Despite all those efforts, reaching in time the Lisbon objectives seems for Italy a very difficult target.
(1) “Indagine campionaria sulla dispersione nelle scuole statali, anno scolastico 2003-2004” (in Italian): http://www.istruzione.it/news/2004/allegati/disp_scol.pdf
(2) “Indagine sulla dispersione scolastica 2000-01”, 
Comitato di indagine sulla dispersione scolastica 
della VII Commissione della Camera dei deputati (in Italian): http://www.jobtel.it/rubriche/dossier/ArchivioDossier/Disperscolastica.aspx
(3) Decreto legislativo 15 aprile 2005, n. 76, “Definizione delle norme generali sul diritto-dovere all’istruzione e alla formazione, a norma dell’articolo 2, comma 1, lettera c), della legge 28 marzo 2003, n. 53” (in Italian): http://www.istruzione.it/normativa/2005/dlgs76_05.shtml
(4) For more information about the Education National Operational Plan (PON Scuola), see the dedicated website (in Italian): http://www.istruzione.it/fondistrutturali/pon/pon.shtml; for early school living prevention measures, visit http://www.istruzione.it/fondistrutturali/misure/misura3.shtml
(5) Audizione del Ministro dell’Istruzione Giuseppe Fioroni, VII Commissione Cultura, Scienza e Istruzione, Camera dei Deputati

          Roma 29 giugno 2006 (in Italian): 

          http://www.istruzione.it/ministro/programma_politico.pdf
(6) To read the Italian Constitution (in Italian): http://www.quirinale.it/costituzione/costituzione.htm
Documents and links (in Italian)
Ministero della Pubblica Istruzione (Ministry of Education)
http://www.istruzione.it/
La scuola per lo sviluppo (PON Scuola)
http://www.istruzione.it/fondistrutturali/default.shtml
Indagine campionaria sulla dispersione nelle scuole statali nell’a.s. 
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