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Slide 1-Title 
Hello everyone, I am really glad to be here and feel very privileged and proud that a fella from Newcastle can make it all the way here to come to talk to you. Imagine how many more people that could come from my working class/offending backgrounds to talk to you about how best to engage with individuals like me.
Slide 2- King 

I want to start by paying my respects, firstly to Giorgio Zoia who has been very patient and helpful if not at times just plain funny. I feel like I owe it to him and others back in the UK who helped me with this presentation to give a good performance. I would also like to thank the organisers and you all for coming here to hear my views. I would also like to give thanks to you all on behalf of all the youths that you have helped and will help in the future. I feel somewhat humbled that so many people like you all want to make peoples lives more productive or at least give them a chance to achieve more. (Slide 3-paper) Its no joke to say the work you do can help save the lives of not only the individuals you work with. But also those in their immediate family and indeed future generations and I would like again to say thank you. 
Well I suppose I better get on with the job they have paid me to do I would normally start with an outline of my experiences as a youth but feel the background document has covered this area. I would like to get across what I mean when I wrote about making education real as real as the life circumstances of some of the youths you might come across.  In some sense trying to get working class kids into working class jobs such as bricklaying etc is easier, then getting them to think about higher education. I don’t mean any disrespect to anyone here who works in that field and I also recognise that some individuals will want to work and not study. That is not a problem or in some respect beside the point. The point is if you like that we seek to give the young people a different perspective

(Slide 4) These are some of the students of Open Book all ex-offenders. (Slide 5) And these are some of the subjects studied at BA, MA and PhD level. (Slide 6) This is Joe Baden the Project coordinator. Without him there would be no Open Book.  

At Open Book we do not try and force education onto people but to try and get them to see education, to see it at work and can be beneficial to them, more to let them see that education has worked for people of there own identity.
I am not about making myself look special or somehow better, than those of my background. But just as flawed as they can be and if I can make use of education then they can as well. I think the main thing when I work with youths is I don’t forgive or feel sorry for them. That’s not the same as feeling bad for the things that have happened in their lives, but I mean is it’s about seeing these kids as our equals and letting them have the kinds of opportunities that other people have. But I guess the question is how to engage, how to reach into a world where violence may be the norm, where you have to dehumanise those people around you, as you may well have to do harm to them or stop them doing harm to you. As I have said in my background document there are no easy answers and I really hope you are not too disappointed when I say I don’t know what the answers are to these massive problems facing the youths in this society. 
I would like to say that for me and for those at Open Book there is love and honesty when we work with these kids, we like to get across that we have to take responsibility for own actions and to forgive ourselves, we have to respect ourselves before we can begin to respect others. But again I know I am here to try and give you some insight in working with youths and to engage them with education and I am afraid that requires some of us to ask ourselves why we do this work and what is it we expect from these youths. In other words can you really get anyone to believe in something if you yourselves don’t believe in the people you are working with? I don’t mean to be rude but I have to be honest with people I talk too, and the truth is that sometimes its those individuals that work in the field of education that are part of the problem and not the solution. In order for me to give you some insight on how to connect young people with education and I will go onto talk about some of the actives that we do. I feel that I have a responsibility to talk to you from a perspective that for some of you or your colleagues may find alien. 
To talk about social exclusion and to live it or very different. When I look around the student bars in the universities I see happy kids working towards their futures and having conversations about the merits of Marx. I wonder why my people have such problems with education, why it is that so many of my people end up as drunks, imprisoned, trapped in unhappy lives or dead, I remember a young girl who after overdosing was pushed down a rubbish tip, like dirt. I don’t begrudge those happy students. I just feel such anger that it happens and I will work to get youths to see education as a real alternative than crime or manual labour. Again I don’t mean to belittle any efforts of individuals. (Slide 7) But I will stop campaigning for higher education when places like Oxford and Cambridge Universities start offering out brick laying courses to their students. 
What I don’t do is to help these kids into jobs that have been socially manufactured by that I mean I don’t see my role as somehow getting these kids in to the right holes. Its about raising (Slide 8) aspirations, I see my role as to break them out of their current paradigm and to see education, to see education as a whole new entity, to see that intelligent is not genetic or somehow a gift from god, like a singing voice. I know some people are naturally gifted in this way, but the main difference between people of my backgrounds and yours is that mine feels that they are incompatible with education. I know this is a generalisation and there are working class kids who do very well, but we are here today talking about specific students who drop out of school early. For some of them they may be running from the typical jobs on offer and in need of something more, I have found in my experience ambition can be the hardest feeling to deal with when you are trapped in poverty or lack the education you need to progress. Then it may seem that crime is your only real alternative to the manual market. 
There is a big drive in the UK to encourage working class kids into universities; this has coincided with a raise in vocational courses being delivered in higher education and specific courses being sponsored by industries. 
One of the things we won’t allow ourselves to become is the 21st century’s equivalent of the preparing peasants to work in cotton mills. 
For you to engage with people from my background you must first question your motivations and perceptions and be honest about who you are at all times, any trace of insincerity will be recognised straight away. To engage with youths in education you must first engage with yourselves critically. There are too many people in this arena that carry their liberal newspapers in the same way that young people wear their Nike trainers. It’s not an intellectual game or an academic exercise we are dealing with people’s lives and should become emotionally involved in the debate. 
I have had the pleasure of working with some inspirational people on both sides of the fence and seen dedication that made me think about my own values and for those of you who fit this description I have a healthy amount of respect and admiration. (Slide 9)  But there are others I have seen in offices when people have got used to me being their space. Mimic the way some working class people talk or make fun of the way in which they dress and then have the nerve to ask why it is so hard to get these kids to relate to them. I know I am amongst friends here and I don’t want to alienate people or make people worried about what they can say. It’s more about a more rounded approach a new perspective. (Slide 10) It’s about blurring the lines between recipient and provider. In this way there can be partnership of all individuals who work in this field no matter their background. (Slide 11) Ex-offenders alongside middle class people as equals, helping to break the barriers that prohibited those that sought education, or in the very least a more productive lifestyle.  It’s about creating honest, direct discourse with all parties involved.
(Slide 12) It seems my time is running out so I will talk about some activates and ways in which we at Open Book work with young people. (Slide 13) Before I do that I just wanted to present some slides. They show some comments from students from a recent talk and a range of feedback forms that were filled in by students.  
Some of these activates have been covered in the background document, to recap they included talks to allow students to see that we share the same backgrounds. (Slide 14) The talk can be a good way of communicating who we are and is a useful way to show that education became a reality and that it was positive and that we were able to engage in education. The main points I like to get across are that; the life I was leading including my personal experiences to let any students who may be going through abuse to see there can be a future; to convey what is expected in a degree and the work involved say in exams; and the responses they may get from family or friends. This I think sort of sets the framework for the youths to be able to start to see the usefulness of education. (Slide 15) It has to be said thought that some the behaviours or body language would suggest that these sessions are the least liked and the feedback forms can be very mixed from group to group. I believe this is as a result of someone maybe the first person to talk in a direct and honest way with the kids with out the lies. Some of the young people may feel embarrassed in front of their peers with some of the issues we address, or the length of the talk can have an effect. I would say without doubt the intatial talking session is a useful tool to start the engagement process. 
Other activates such as discussions on (Giorgio do these slide after about 15 sec's apart thanks Slide 16-17-18) crime and criminality, race and drama workshops. Have had a very positive feedback and is a good way in which to get the youths to start to really work with the issues and materials in a way that degree students. For example in the discussions I set them up along the same way you would expect a seminar in university. There are some very sensitive issues debated such as race, and these students at time can be difficult to manage, but with each session the young people do or most do seem to engage that much more leading to a more productive group. 
Visits to the local universities are an exultant way in which to really capture the imagination of the young people, to set the reality of education is solid stone. The youths are able to soak up the atmosphere of universities as well as look into lecture rooms, to sit in the chairs as students. I find that this is a very powerful tool that really enables the young people to imagine that link form crime to higher education. The use of reformed offenders in this way helps also to create that link in reality, to build the bridge from on reality to another.

I am painting a picture of success the truth is at Open Book we are constantly looking at ways to push the boundaries back further, to engage new so-called hard to reach groups and to find better ways to package education as a viable option. I believe that we have success but not all the kids will go onto education, and it’s hard to measure success, as some of the youths are so young it is hard to measure what they do once they leave school. Perhaps this could be a future research area. Some young people might not get involved in education for some years after they have left school. How much we impact them is debatable. But then we are I feel at the forefront of raising these kids aspirations and even if they do not go down the route of education, then at the very least we may have helped them to consider their options. I have no problem with these youths working as mechanics sure I would rather they considered engineering, but at the end of the day, its about letting them know there are more choices then crime and if they did choose to be a mechanic than that’s ok, the point is they were given a choice, a choice to turn down education is better than no choice at all. 
There is an additional benefit from using and having ex-offenders/drug users and those that can relate to the young people is that it creates a space that because of friends/family may not be involved academically, gives the students freedom to talk over issues of academia or personal problems knowing that they are not going to be judged or mocked.  
As I have stated there is no 100% success rate, we can only do our best. 

(Next slide – last one) The future can be a scary place but we need to do more and not sit on out past success. I talked before about saving lives. I have lost friends to suicide, violence and drug abuse. South East London’s graves are full of those that did not get as lucky as me. Coming from the background that I do, I know how important these types of initiatives can be. How vital it is that we work as a group, share ideas, build new links and forge new ways to engage with young people from quite often difficult backgrounds. I once said something in a previous speech that I would like to say again. People from my background might fail at university, we might succeed, but without Open Book we would never have gotten the chance. I started this speech by saying thank you for your efforts and so I would like to end it by saying thank you again!  
